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: NOBLEMAN, of ancient family, 


in’ Toledo, kept at home by the 





fultry heat of the day, withed to enjoy a 
g Sang | 
with his family the pleafure of a fum- | 


mer’s evening, whofe coolneis feemed to 


re-animate the whole creation around, | 

_ attended by his wife, his daughter, then | 
about eighteen, his fon much younger, © . | a 
| B and f 
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2 THE FORCE 


and a fervant-maid: he bent his way 
dlong the banks of a neighbouring river; 
a fine moon added new charms to the 
furrounding objects. Unwilling to quit 
a fcene fo delightful, they protracted 
their innocent pleafure till a late hour ; 
when returning home flowly, left fa- 
tigue fhould do away the effect of 
wholefome recreation, they met with 
the moft melancholy difafter which 
could befal them, and they for i long 
while deplored the fatal evening, which, 
after affording a few moments of do- 
meftic happinefs, proved to them a 


fource of trouble and difmay. 
d 


A young 
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A young cavalier, of the fame town, 
about two-and-twenty years of age, au= 
thorized in his exceffes by his birth, and 
the credit of a. powerful and rich fa- 
mily, had for a long time indulged in 

all the enormities of licentioufnefs, and 
enabled by great wealth, rioted in the 
utmoft extravagance : he was known 
throughout the whole city by the name 


of the impudent fellow. To ‘conceal 


bis true name, we fhall call him Roz 


dolphe. Attended by four others, as in- 


q 


confiderate as himfelf, he was defcend- 


ing the fame hill as our nobleman, the 


two companies met : Rodolpho and his. 


companions {topping fhort a few mo- 


Be2 ments, 
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ments, looked at the ladies with an air 


of unbecoming freedom, having previ- 


oufly taken care to cover their heads 


with their cloaks, in order to prevent 


being known. The nobleman could 


not help feeling a certain emotion upon 
O 


obferving their effrontery. Convinced, 


however, that true courage confifts in 
defpifing infolence when one cannot 
punith it, he let them pafs by without 
faying anything. As foon as they were 
at a diftance, he confidered the danger 
to which one man alone, with three 
women and a child, was expofed abroad 
at fo late an hour, he withed to have 
mended his pace; but this, he thought, 


would 
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would -increafe the danger, and he 


was not muiitaken. To acquaint his 


company with the caufe of his fear, was, 


with women, to. rtitk confequences: 


which might, perhaps, be fatal. Be- 
fides, what afiiftance could he exne@ 
dens them ?——Therefore, without being 


idanserted. or appearing afraid, he 


took his fword in his hand, as it were to. 


play with, and proceeded the fame pace 
as before, firmly determined not to be: 
infulted a fecond time with impunity. 
The beauty of Julia, for. this was the: 
young lady’s name, had made fo fudden 
and fo lively an impreffion on Sak 
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6 >. SDHE FORCE 

pho’s heart, that he had already refolv- 
ed to obtain her favours, whatever mi ght 
be the danger he was to encounter. 
Rodolpho, in imparting to his compa- 
nions his determination, gave them to 
underftand that they had not amoment 
to lofe to fatisfy him. They all ap- 


proved of his defign; for as he alone 


‘defrayed the expences of their pleafures, 


they were too much interefted not to 
comply with his wifhes. ‘Fo form, 
therefore, the defign of the outrage, to 
communicate it, to approve it, to ravith 


Julia, was the work but of a’ few mi- 


* » | 
nutes. Deteftable 
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us with gold only to authorize all crimes, 
and to tranfmit all our vices to thofe 
barbarous but happy people, without 
adorning ourfelves even with the fha- 


dow of their virtues ! 


The four young men having covered 
their faccs, proceeded along a Bay, 
pediindl foftly with their {words in their 
hands, and fell on the company of the 
good nobleman, almoft before he had 


had time enough to thank heaven for 


having delivered him from the mifchief 


he was afraid of. But already had Ro- 


dolpho laid hands on Julia, who being 
more than half dead through fear, and 
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-nhot perceiving that ‘dhe was carried 


engaged in fighting the three others, 
who wifhed only to prevent his follow- 
ing the ravifher, knew not which route 
he had taken. At length, abfndoned 
to the utmoft violence of defpair, he 
wifhed but to perifh, provided he could: 
facrifice one of his antagonifts ; but 
thefe foon took: to flight. Unable to’ 
follow them, he returned to his difcon- 
folate family, whofe cries had been un- 
able to move the hearts of thofe obdu- 
rate villains. The mother, raifing her 
eyes to heaven, and ftriking her breatt, 
was calling for. vengeance, The boy, 


{truck 
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firuck with grief, {tamped upon. the: 


ground, and fereamed out. The maid, 
overpowered and filent by her miftre(’s 
fide, was ftill laying on the ground, 


fearce abl cven to utter.a figh. The 
» 


father, deprived of reafon for a moment: 


by the excefs of grief, and drawing his; 


{word, waspreparing to plunge it intohis. 
breaft ; but his wife tufhing upon him, 


iid clafping him j in her arms—<« What. 


* excels of madnefs ! (fhe exclaimed i) 


“have Inot loft. enough} ? Would you de-- 


“* prive me of the deareft part of myéelf; 


“and do you not feel an affeCion till for 


this child? Shall he in’ one inftant lofe 
“a fifter, a father, and a mother? Our 


Bs 


‘ misfortune 
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« misfortune may have fome refource.” 
Again and again did fhe embrace him; _ 
nor did fhe quit him till he had joes 


ed her he would furvive the difafter. 


His mind at length being fomewhat 
more calm, ‘he fat down for a little 
while, felt but too fenfibly the wound 
he had received, and faw a frightful void 
around him. His eyes looked for Julia. 
<¢ Julia, to what wretch’s mercy art 
<¢ thou now committed? Will he re- 
« fpect thy {ext will he even {pare thy 
« life? Thy heart will never be guilty, 
« and thy fimplicity is a pledge for the 
« innocence of thy foul.”—At thefe 


words, 
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words, melting into tears, he fell on the 


neck of his wife. - 


“ 
‘6 

f 
66 
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- nifhment due to wickednefs ! 


‘«¢ Yes, Lam fenfible 
of the value of thy affection, deareft 


part of myfelf; it is to thee Lowe 


my life; it is to thee that my daugh- 


ter will be indebted. for her’s, if the 
ravifher has not yet facrificed it. But 
what do I fay?) Weare poor. Alas! 
what refource has poverty againft the 
credit which the wretch, peuhapes 
may find in order-to avoid the pu- 


Shall 


T fay that the blood of my anceftors 


{moked im thefe plains, to fave the 


i 
liberty of our country ? Shall I thew 
the moft authentic titles of nobility 
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THE FORCE 


* as a proof of their bravery, and their 


** glorious exploits? He, perhaps, is one 


‘* of thofe upftarts who are known but 
** through the whifper of difcontent, 
*¢ which have occafioned at the Court 
“ the immenfe pofleffions of which 
« they have fpoiled the ftate. What 
‘< protection is there. for a nobleman 
** poffeffed only of his titles and virtues, 
«* againft thefe vile and bafe fouls? 
¢¢ Julia, art thou alive ? Doft thou pity 
‘< thy father? No, I will not divulge my 


** misfortune; I fhould be more cruel 


na 


*“¢ than the ravifher himfelf: if he has 


~ 


*« fpared thy life, he will no doubt con- 


~ 
ad 


ceal the injury he has done thee ; and 


‘6 fT am 
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Lae too fenfible of what I owe thee 


“and myfelf, to load thee with thame 


*€ for ever, by publithing this affront, 
*« But live, and thou fhalt ever be Vir 
66 


¢ thali “I complain Be, Having thus 
{poken, he rofe up, took his wife and 


ene by the arm and returned home. 


Rodolpho, in carrying off Julia, had 
perceived the fwoon into which, thro’ 
fear, fhe had fallen. He had covered 
her face with his handkerchief, and in 
this manner.conyeyed her to the place 


of his abode. A garden-gate, of which 


he 





tuous in my eyes. Yet of whom 










































14 THE FORCE 


he had the key, favoured his criminal 


attempt : moreover, his apartment was 





ftanding by itfelf; this was through the 


ome er ns, - 
imorudence of his fatner, who fhut his 


i 


aoaintt the’ enormous excefic 
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{tered tena was 
his chamber before he had 
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mily would filence the laws in hts be- 


half,. if Julia fhould ever. fpeak of the 


atrocious injury he had done her. 


te had no fooner gratified the impe- 


tuolity of his defires, than _he perceived | 


the enormity of his attempt. He now 


wifhed to drive her away from his fight, 
as much as he had hefore longed to. have 
her in his poffeflion. But by. what 
means could he get rid of her? Were 


he to remove her into the ftreet, he 


might poffibly be perceived. . More- 


Cl 
Ct 


over; whatever might be ‘the effect of 
violent corron on Julia whilft in’ his 
arms, recovered from it fhe might call 


eut 
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16 . THE FORCE 


out for affiftance. Strange blindnefs of 


the guilty, who almoft always Imagine ~ 





that one crime will be concealed by, 


another! Rodolpho, at this moment, 





conceived the defign of ftabbing Pan 
burying her in his garden: he was alone, 
and, as has been faid, his apartment had 
no,communication with the main build- 
ing but when he chofe it, and it opened 
directly into the garden. He _took a 


] 


poniard, and approached the bed, where 
the light of the moon exhibited to him 
the wretched beauty with bewitching 
charms, which her dreadful] fituation 
had very little altered. The mot 


a aa 


blooming youth, the virtue of inno- 


cence 


‘ 





——— METRE RATT rie Hi Aye tit 
ray Pwlitho’ 55 tag ti 


PTSEETSTSEMPRLGI TA 14 GATE RAISES TS ERLSETSAGSICgOTLEL MLAS Oa sTUT Lge Sta pusESaaT TE MPqeTdt Tes waz aman ng 





‘OF BLOOD. Bs ig 
, iecnae of which he was convinced, a 
remnant of compaffion that his exceflés 
had ‘not yet extinguifhed : in a word, 
Julia, whofe misfortunes feemed to fo- 
lieit pity, affected him with the moft 
lively emotion. He {topped, he gazed 
upon her, and felt thé atrocity of his 
conduct towards her. Far from think- 
ing of facrificing her to his fafety, he, 
trembling, returned to the bed, and was 


not even capable yf executing the dex 


{ 
u 


fign of turning | CT OUT OF Nis apartment 
: i SO ee OR Se MR eae aoe 1 aie 
Oftentimes did he take her in his arms, 
Ce a° 4 BRS : 2 
and as often did he place her in the 


fame former fituation. 
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18 THE FORCE 
Julia, at lat recovering from the le- 


thargy into which fhe had funk, heaved a- 


8) 


profound figh. Rodol pho, to prevent her 


feeing the wretched fituation fhe was in, - 
immediately darkened the room, and fat 
down again, without fpeaking. ‘Where 
«¢ am 1? (faid the, with a feeble voice) 
‘© what darknefs furrounds me! Am I 
¢¢ (illinthebofom of innocence,or in--” 
At thefe words fhe fhuddered ; fhe felt 
the blow fhe had received ; fhe melted 
into tears, and hardly could make her- 
felf to be underftood for her fobs.— 
<« Julia in a chamber, upon an un- 
<« known bed !-—Juft heaven !—my 
«; mother !-—-my father (SA tas ! an 
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you hear me! No!—I perceive but 
too well how far you are removed 
from your unfortunate daughter !— 
Ah! may this obfcurity deprive me 
for ever of the light of day; and this 
place, whatever it may be, become 
immediately my grave! - Oh! that 
I could bury my fhame and infamy ! 
Thou cruel, of whom I yet am igno- 
rant, has any fpark of humanity pre- 
vented thee from putting me to deacn 
after having ftained my innocence ? 
Didit thou, in the excefs of thy bar- 
barity, fear to be ferviceable? My 


difgrace, whilft unknown, would have 


“¢ been 
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THE FORCE 


been a fhadow of virtue, which would 
at Ieaft have covered the ruins of my 


e; and 1 fhould 


innocence 


irreproachable, fince now viftue con- 


64 


fifts only in opinion. Yes, I recols 


leét, and never fhalt I forget it, I was 
but a little while ago, as I think, in 
the company of my father and my 
mother; fome madman feized upon: 
me. Cruel! come and complete thy: 
crime :. deliver me from a life which 


I cannot drag on without fhame.”’ 


: 


At thefe words, Rodolpho, approaching 


the béd, applied his hand to the face of 


Julia. 


She immediately laid hold of it,, 


and 
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and, bathing it with her tears, intreated 
him again and again to put an end to 


her exiftence. 


Rodolpho, much agitated, anfwered 
nota ae fae : he had no experience but 
in debauchery. Befides, what could he 
fay? his bafenefs and audacity bore wit- 
“nefs againft him: he remained Baar 
Julia, aftonifhed, continued to hold faft 
his hand: fhe {poke to him again ; but 
ftill he anfwered nota word: the knew 
not whether this was the effect of a1 
illufion, which her trouble and the ex- 
cefs of her grief had caufed. She pulls 


the.arm which fhe held, feels it, and 


i Hg 
toucning 
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THE FORCE 


touching his body, exclaims,“ Ah! 


Whofoever thou mayeft be; no, thou 
art not a fpectre: I difcover, yes, I 
find him who fnatched me away 
from before the eyes of my father_ 
and my mother. Does the convic- 
tion of thy crime hinder thee from 
anfwering ? Young man! fool! yes, 
I became thy prey: thy heart, per- 
haps, rent as well as mine, in this 
moment in which thou haft to fuffer 
the moft violent regret, and | but to 
fhew thee that I know how to tri- 
umph over misfortune; thy heart, I 


fay, tells thee that I was virtuous, 


‘and virtue has always its power,,in 


cf {pite 
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** f{pite of thine and of thy fellows ef- 





ee frontery. The rafhnefs of thy con- 


«* duct proves, that thouart not much 


*« advanced in years ; therefore there is 





“no occafion to fee thee. I forgive 


€¢ 


thy offence, provided thou promifett 
“¢ me that thou wilt never fpeak of it: 
« fince thou haft committed it in dark- 
“* nefs, conceal it by an eternal filence. 


« Alas! the favour 1 beg of thee is 








<¢ {mall; it 1s, however, the greateft 
his 
“ thou canft grant me, after thy outra- 


«« geous behaviour. No, I have not 





« feen thy face; Ihave no idea of 
“‘ any of thy features; nor. dol 
“ with to fee thee, though the re- 


q 
“* membrance 
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24 THE FORCE 


membrance of the melancholy 


event. fhall for ever be engraved on 


my minds I will at leaft be unac- 
quainted with him whofe rafhnefs 
has fo grievoufly offended me. My 
complaints fhall never be conveyed 
from my heart but to reach heayen, 
and.none. will be able to judge me 
after opinion. Remove then thy fear, 
and the dignity of my mind will equal 
thy conviction of thy outrageous con- 
duct. Reflections fuch as thefe from 
one of my age may perhaps aftonifh . 
thee; but calamity, which oftentimes 
deprives us even of fenfibility, fom 
times beftows on us, in one inftant; 


the 
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the experience which is not otherwife 
Re be acquired but through years, 
Grief, I perceive it, ties and untics 
the tongue of the unfortunate. Ifit 
makes us exaggerate our difgraces,in 
order to make us feel them, it alfo 
filences us to prevent our feeking a 
remedy for them, when it might 
become dangerous; therefore, whe- 
ther I am filent, or fpeak to thee, I 
believe thou feeleft all of which it is 
needlefs for me to convince thee: I 
fhall not, however, yield to defpair : 
thou canft at leaft do me a favour, 
which will not coft theé much ; and 


it is the only remedy I expec for 


C afflice 
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« afflidions fuch as mine: fince thou 
“* haft caufed them, help me at leaft to 
—* diffimulate them for fome moments 
“« to myfelf. Be aware, above all, not 
“« to think that the too juft indignation 
** with which thy behaviour infpired 


** me canever be leffened; it is an im- 


** preffion of which I am no longer 
«* miftrefs. In forgiving, I cannot but 
“6 hate thee, without, however, endea- 
‘* vouring to take revenge. Hope not 
‘‘ then to do me a fecond outrage : 


‘« avail thyfelf of the time when thy 


«« fenfes,more quiet, enable thee tomake 


A 


‘ a wife reflection, and lead me hence. 


? 


© T can find the houfe of my parents.; 
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“ but promife me that thou wilt not 
‘¢ follow me. Thou fhalt know nei- 
© ther their name nor mine ; and it 1s 
« ufelefs to afk me any queftion upon 
« that fubject. Had they united to 
« their birth the fortune that thou per- 
« haps enjoyeft, neither they nor I 


‘ fhould have fuffered a violence fo 


« cruel; at leaft, thou wouldeft not 


<< have offered it with impunity. An- 
<¢ fywer me then, before thou departett: 
‘¢ be not afraid that I fhall know thy 
<¢ voice. Inever in my life have fpoken 
«« but to my parents; and [ too feldom 
— & mix in fociety, to hope that I might 


Gr-2 ‘¢ one 
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28 THE EFORCE 
‘one day diftinguifh thee in any 


« circle.” 


Rodolpho did not anfwer: he grafp- 
ed her hand, and kifled it with all the 
eagernefs of an impaffioned man. Julia, 

thmking he meditated another sahil: 
Bi ae mind to difengage herfelf, with 
the utmoft efforts, and the tury of. of- 
fended -modefty. She threw herfelf 


from the bed—* Traitor! bafe and 


‘* “‘fhamelefs man! know that the fuc- 


A 
nn 


cefs of thy firft infult proceeded from 


«© the violent terror with which thy 


Stairs ESE Sar ae 


“audacity ftruck me. Out of my 


arenas = 


+ ‘fenles, 
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fenfes, and utterly paflive in that la- 
mentable moment, I could not refift 
thy unbecoming demeanour, and thy 
triumph adds to thy infamy; but 
now be affured, that thou canft dif- 


honour me only by putting me to 


death. If I fhould gratify thy, de- 


fires, thou mighteft with reafon fuf- 
pect that. my ftupor, my weaknefs, 
had been a mere diffimulation ; but 
in this moment, yes, I fwear, with 
the anger of a woman juftly exa{pe- 
rated, that I will abandon myfelf to 
my. fury, 35 thou dareft to touch me. 
My heart tells me that I am as in- 
nocent as 1 was forne hours fince ; 


On 


“«« therefore 
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30 THE FORCE 
* therefore fear the wrath of a yir- 
‘* tuous* woman, and the violence of 
© defpair into which thou art about to 


s throw me, 


Rodolpho removed without {peaking, 
locked the door of his apartment, andl 
went out to meet his friends, in order 
to confult them concerning the plan 
he ought to purfue with refpedct to the 
unfortunate Julia. Alone and in dark- 
nefs, fhe obferved by feeling, all the 
dimenfions of the chamber: fhe found 
out the door, but there were no means 
of opening it: fhe made.a few seis, 
and difcovering the window-thutters, 


“ at 
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OF BLOOD. 31 


at laft fucceeded in opening them. » By 
the help of the clear moon-light, the 
faw a rich damafk hanging, a bed, the 
covering of which was exceeding coftly: 
the pillars, ornamented with gold,feem-. 
ed to belong to a prince rather than to 
a nobleman: in a word, fhe faw the 
moft magnificent furniturecs, Several 
clofets, elegantly adorned, communi- 
‘cated to the bed-room ; fhe opened 
them’ one after another, perceived pic- 
tures againft the des without being 
able to diftinguifh the fubjects. The 
window of the room was large, and 
opened into a magnificent garden, 
adorned with feveral ftatues; the walls, 


(he however, 
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2 THE FORCE 


however, inclofing it were very lofty; 


Julia, therefore, could not efcape out of 


the window, as fhe had wifhed. She 


to her forrow. 
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again fat down and abandoned herfelf 


« Yes, (fays fhe) every 
thing here fhews me that the traitor 
is fufficiently rich, and, perhaps, till 
more powerful. But.are thofe riches, 
thofe honours, but the fupport of 
crimes, and the fure means of of- 
fending virtue? You whofe hearts 
are honeft, if fuch there be, have 

you ever imagined a fituation fo 
dreadful as mine ? What will be- 
come of me? Juft heaven ! ari [not 
allowed to renounce my life, in order 
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to avoid the horrors of my fituation ? 
Traitor! what is become of him! 
where has he brought me? what 
does he intend to do with me? He 
‘has not thought proper to rifle him- 
felf alone, in order to infult me a fe- 
cond time. He is gone to fetch 
the companions of his debauchery ; 
and I fhall behold a feries of outrage, 
infamy and difgrace. Juft heaven! 
art thou not any longer the fupport 
of innocence? After having aban- 
doned me to the audacity of @ 
wretch, fhouldft thou hold me cuilty 


were I to reftore thee a ftained foul, 


which it has not pleafed thee to pre~ 
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C5 «© ferve 
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«* ferve untouched 7 Eee ulia was for 
fome time motionlefs, with her eyes 
caft down; a fhuddering agitated her: 
the perceived a crucifix hanging on one 
fide of the chamber, which had hi- 
therto efcaped her fight ; fhe ran to it; 
kiffed it, and put it into her pocket, not 
with a defign of depriving its lawful 
owner of it, but of having fome proof 
of which fhe might make ufe if occa- 
fion fhould arife. She immediately fhut 
the window, threw herfelf on the bed; 
expecting in the anguifh of the moft 
cruel perplexity, the end of this horrid 
cataftrophe. 
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OF BLOOD. 35. 


Half an hour had elapfed, when J ulia 
heard the door open: fhe tod from 
the bed, and threw herfelf es a chair. 
Some one approaching her, covered her 
eyes with an handkerchief, faying, with 
a low voice, ‘‘ Fear nothing; be filent, 
« and I will conduct you near to the 
« great church, as you siete me. 
Some one took her by the hand, anc 
fhe diftin@ly heard the door fhut. It 
was Rodolpho himfelf, who had gone 
out eh the defign of meeting his 
friends; but had altered ee mind, 
being unwilling that there fhould be 
nae witne{s of what had paffed pean 
himfelf and Julia. . He intended to tell 


C26. them 
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36 THE FORCE 


them at another time, that moved by 
her pntide tics and tears, he had left her 
under a tree, being refolved not to com- 
mit an outrage upon her ; that as for the 
reft, he was ignorant of what was be- 
come of her. He then led Julia near 
to the great church, not being willing 
to wait till day-light, which might have 
hindered him from getting rid of her 
before the following night. Befides, 
whether from the fear of the confe- 
quences, or from being moved by re- 
morfe, he firmly determined not to in- 
fult her again. As foon as they were 
“near to the council-hall, he told her, 
with a low voice, half in Portugueze, 


half 
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OF BLOOD. : 37 
half in Caftilian, ‘“* You may now re- 
« pair to your own houtfe, without fear 
‘* of being followed.” Before fhe had 
untied the bandage, Rodolpho had 
{tolen away. Julia, alone, looked about 
on all fides—fhe faw no one; but at 
every ftep fhe caft back her eyes, to 
know whether fhe was not followed. 
For a fhort time fhe ftood under fome 
portico, in order to conceal her route,, 
and hence went home. She knocked, 
but her father and her mother, plunged 
in the greateft grief, did not at firft hear 
her; indeed, they fcarcely hoped ever 
to fee her again. She knocked a {e- 
‘cond time, more violently : they ran to 


the 
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38 THE FORCE 


the door. “It is Julia!’ exclaimed 
her mother. Her father taking her in 
his arms, loaded her with carefles : they 7 
all looked at one another, without 
{peaking. Julia made figns to them to 
attend her into a feparate room: they 
fhut themfelves in, and the unfortunate 


girl fell at the knees of her mother. 








6 My mother, (faid fhe) may I ap- 
“ pear again before your eyes >—and 
« am I ftill your daughter ?—Stamed, 
‘« injured by a wretch, who has left me 
‘‘ nothing but the regret of belonging 
“ to you, fhall I relate to you the con- 
® fequences of the terror and confter- 


““ nation 
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7 


‘ nation into which he threw me? 


«© No, heaven is witnefs, I have not 


n~ 


‘ facrificed my innocence to avoid 


ct 


‘death: I would have given a thou- 


Without 


vr 


‘ fand lives to preferve it. 


cat 


‘ f{trength, out of my fenfes, I became 


ba 





« the prey of the ravifher, and 
At thefe words Julia fainted : her father 
yaifed her up: _ After fome moments, 
being recovered, fhe related to them 
all fhe had obferved concerning the 
chamber in which fhe had been fhut 
up. ‘ I could recognize the garden, the 
«“ window, the grate, the chamber and 
« damafk hanging, the bed, the clofets. 
‘‘ T have feen pictures, but I have not 


*« Deen 
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‘¢ been able to difcern their fubjects. 
















*¢ Betides this, behold, there is a cru- 





“© cifix, which will ferve in time of 


‘** need.” They all melted into tears 








before this crucifix. The father and 


mother, in this moment of dittrefs, 





{wore they would revenge the affrent— 
begged of heaven to affift their juft an- 
ger, and that the guilty one fhould be- 
punifhed in a manner the moft terrible. 
“Though I am not defirous (faid 
‘¢ Julia, melting into tears) of know- 
‘¢ ing him who has committed this 
‘“‘ outrage upon me; yet, my father, 
‘“¢ you may be able to. difcover fome- 
‘* thing by the help of this erucifix. 
‘¢ Defire 


{ 
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Defire the clerks of the chapel to 
enquire in the church who has loft 
it. Mention, at the fame time, 


fuch a monk, as you fhall name, 


with whom it may lay for the pur- 


pofe of its being owned. Ifthe owner 
happen thus to be known, it will 
thus alfo be known where is his 


refidence,”’ 


*¢ True, Julia, but the cunning of a 


villain will’ not fall into this {nare : 


he will no doubt foon perceive that 


the crucifix is wanting in his room ; 


and he cannot doubt, but that the 
perfon whom he had fhut up had 


‘6 taken 
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THE FORCE 


taken it: thus to fay that one may 
find it at fuch a monk’s, 1s to difco- 
ver the perfon who has taken it, ra- 
ther than him to whom it belongs. 
Cannot this man give to inaeier all 
the figns which would prove the 
crofs as belonging to him ; and can 
the monk. refufe it? I will even 
fuppofe that we make it pafs by 
means of a third perfon into the 
hands of the monk: is not this 
enough to divulge our difhonour? 
for acrofs of fuch value is not to be 
found and reftored without explana- 
tion., ‘The beft way then 1s to keep 
it, my daughter, and to recommend 


‘© ourfelves 
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ourfelves to him whom it reprefents. 
Since he witnefled our misfortune, 


he will doubtlefs permit. that we 


may, fooner ox later, obtain juftice. 


Obferve, that the mere fufpicion of a 
known difhonour is more to be fear- 
ed than an unknown difgrace. You 
can Pan refpected, honoured in the 
eyes af the world; be not then un- 
eafy about an affront which is known 


only tous. Shame arifes only from 


a voluntary fault ; and it is in honour | 


that virtue confifts.. Since neither 
your defire nor your will had any 
fhare in your misfortune, .you are 
equally innocent before heaven and 


(scart: 
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** earth; and I fhall ftill look upon 


you with the eyes of a true father.” 





Thus did the afflicted parents com- 
fort their unhappy daughter. Her mo- 
ther, taking Julia in her arms, bathed 
her with tears,. without being able to 
fpeak.. After many fighs, their bitter 
forrow began to calm; and they refolv- 
ed to be filent with refpect to this fatal 
event, whatever might be their pain in 
diffembling. Julia; more affe@ted with | 
difgrace than with the confequences of 
the outrage, had not yet confidered the 
fituation in which fhe was about to be 
placed, and her. mother had been pru- 
dent enough not to make her fufpect 


any 
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any thing concerning it, for the fear of 





throwing her into defpair. Meanwhile, 
J ulia became pregnant of a child, who 
was one day to prove her innocence, 
bring peace to her mind, and be her 


moft grateful comfort. 


Rodolpho, content with being rid of 
his pfifoner, who had {worn to him the 1 
moft inviolable fecrecy, foon perceived | q 
that the golden crofs was miffing, and 3 
eafily prefuming how it had been taken, | 
kept a profound filence. The lofs of it 7. 
was of very little importance to one fo 


rich : neverthelefs, the theft made him | : 





fo uneafy, that he immediately took 
; the 
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the refolution of {etting out for Italy. 





‘The war, that was there {upported by 


Spain againft France, in the Milanefe, - 














and in the kingdom of Naples, had at- 
tracted to that country feveral of his 
young friends, whom he hoped to meet 
there. Sure of the confent of his family, 
he refolved to depart in three days. His 
father had feen Italy, and being fatis- 
fied with the defign of his fon, engaged 
him not to delay, and obferved, how 


ufeful it was for young men of family 





to travel. “ No, my fon, it is to be 
‘© but half a man not to fignalize one’s 
‘* felf in foreign countries. Spain has 
*¢ already gathered too many Jaurels in 


“6 Italy, 
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“* Italy, for me to fear your returning 


‘* without partaking of thofe which 


66 


fhe has a right to pretend to, after 


as fo) many victories. To-morrow | 


66 


fhall give you letters of credit for 


‘¢ Barcelona, Genoa, Rome, and Na- 


oe ples; and I hope that in your conduct 
<¢ you will not He forgetful who and 
*¢ what you are After two days, 
Rodolpho departed with his Faas, 
who had much applauded his refolu- 
tion, and had related to him what fe- 
veral military men had told them con- 
cerning the abundance of that country, 
. the Acecuniioeab gan of the.inns, and 


the liberty which the Spaniards enjoy } 
' ed 
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ed there; whereas it was with difficulty 
that water could be found to drink in 
the inns of Spain: ina word, Rodolpho 
thought no more of the forrowful J ulia, 


than if nothing had happened to her. 





J. 


Julia, notwithftanding the protefta- - 
tions of her father, and the extreme af- 
fection of her mother, could hardly 
perfuade herfelf they had no fufpicion— 
that her refiftance to the entreaties of 
Rodolpho was more feeblethan itought 
to have ‘been: a'f{woon of fuch long 


duration, fhe thought, might to them 





appear incredible. “ Yes, [4n vain af- 


«« fert my innocence ; TI am ‘guilty in 





their 
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their eyes, and they never will be 


convinced that it was the effec of | 


How then hall I 


dare to look them in the face? Ah! 


would it not have been better to dif 


femble, and affure them that in {pite . 


of the violence with which he affail- 
ed me, I had triumphed over his au- 
dacity. I thould at leaft be innocent 
in their eyes, as | am in my own con- 
) But is there not fome con- 
fequence to be feared ? and if I am— 
J have then done well. _Whatever 
may happen to me, I have no danger 
to run by living in folitude: they 

D “< know 
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"¢ know every particular, ‘therefore I 


« fubmit to my painful fate.” 


a 


Julia remained fo ftrictly reclufe, that - 


fhe faw not even the friends of her fa- 





mily : they were told that the. was gone 
into the country to an aunt's from 
whom fhe expected to inherit a large 
eftate, and that thre. perhaps, would 
{tay there the whole year. Her friends 
afked no farther queftions. Six weeks 
‘had elapfed when Julia perceived that 
her fear was but too well grounded. 
Certain emotions which the had felt 
during her fwoon, and which fhe im- 


perfectly o™ 
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perfedly remembered on her recovery, 
inceffantly reminded her that the foul, 
though it is paffive in thefe moments, 
yields too much to the impreffions of 
the frame ; and hence concluded, that, 


without being guilty, fhe might become 


amother. Julia, notwithftanding her 


dts refolution, foon rebelled againft 
, 4t, iaéitéd into tears, and abandoned her« 
{elf to the forrow of a woman outrage- 
oufly and indignantly treated. She 
would neither drink nor eat, and dared 
not to look at her father and mother : 


* 


‘the fcarce’ fpoke a word to them, and 


when fhe did, it was to accufe them of 


criminal tendernef%. She efpecially re- 
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proached her father for not having imi- 


tated that brave Roman, who chofe to 


immolate his own daughter, rather than 


let her be difhonoured by a man as bafe 
as him by whom the herfelf had been 


difhonoured. . i 
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“« Yes, after you had given méllife, 
you ought to haye preferved my ho- 
nour, or perifhed with me, Search m 
out the ravifher, let him reftore me 
what I cannot,poffefs but from him 
alone. Silence is unworthy of you, 
or you neyer was my 1 Giher, Let the 
idea of wiktue\eunnne ah opinion, am 
I not difgraced? and are not you 


“<¢ alfo? 
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« ato? You are a nobleman, and I 





ought to be revenged. Juftice fhould 
«¢ not take cognizance of this affair ee 
« til I thall have been reyenged.” 

Her father, much affected at this ob- 
feryation, took. her in his arms, mingled | | | 
his tears with her's, conioled her by | 

+ making every promife, which was ex- 


eed by fo well-grounded grief., He 





retired to meet his wife, to whom he 
related the difcourfe of his daughter. a 


Leonora, as afflicted as her hufband, yet 









difapproved of violent meafures, in fup- 

pofing they might find out the author | : 

of their dreadful difgrace. She thought | a 
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it more proper to make ufe RP artifice, 
and to foften the grief of her daughter, 
by fictitious letters, till a fortunate 
chance thould procure them fome tid- 
ings, however imperfect they might be. 
In the evening fhe vifited the chamber 
of Julia; but in vain did fhe attempt to 
comfort her: they parted, both over- 


whelmed with grief. 


This night was not for Julia more 
peaceful than the preceding. Darknefs, | 
indeed, almoft always proved to her an 
additional pain: for fcarce was it dark, 
when fhe recolleéted the fad moment 
of her difhonour, and the chamber of 


the 
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the rafh unknown. was horribly repre- 
fented, with all its horrors, to her dif- 
turbed imagination. Leonora flept no 
better: fhe agreed with her hufband to 
tell Julia, within three or four days, that 
they had at laft fome hopes of difcover- 
ing the offender. Till that time they 
did not leave her; the one or the other 
was always in her room, endeavouring 
to divert her attention: they even dif- 
fembicd their own feclings, in order to 


make her chearful. 


Four days after, her father, upon his 
return from the town, entering the 
apartment of Julia with an air of fatis- 
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faQion that he had-not had fince the 
night of her dreadful cataftrophe, em- 


braced her, and faid, “ My daughter, 


é¢ 


we are not to defpair ; heaven has 


6 


had mercy upon us, and we fhall 


€ 


“~ 


know fomething within the fpace of 


¢ 


Lay 


eight days. I was yefterday evening 


‘© on the bank of the river, where I met 


~ 
es 


‘ Don Gutiere, who, before I had per- 
** ceived him, took me by the hand ¢ as 
“he frequents good company, and is 
“always well acquainted with the 
“‘ news, we firft {poke of the fuccefs of 
“© our armies in the kingdom of Naples, 
* and afterwards of the news of the 


town, concerning the trifling events 


of 


pitta 
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of the day. Apropos, (faid fe to me) 
I paffed fuch a day in your neigh- 


bourhood : it was late, and I could 


not wifh you good-night ; but I faw 


a woman who was repairing to your 
houfe, fomewhat patie fhe had 
juft left a young man nigh to the 
town-houfe, and, walking along the 


fame {treet as myfelf, I thought the 


would have broken your door open. 


It was a coufin of our maid, I-told 
him, who had been a Toledo a fhort 
time fince. The country people are 
as little fearful in the night-time as 
in the day, for this reafon I had fent 
her out; but I conceived that the 
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« had returned before we went to bed. 





“ The perfon to whom I had fent her 
was, perhaps, kind enough to give her 
‘’a companion as far as that place. 


« But, (faid I) which way did the 





«© young man vo? Of that 1 did not 
‘take notice (anfwered he). I be- 
_ 4 lieve, however, that 1 have feen him 
«“’ {omewhere: his faceis not unknown 
“to me: a beautiful moon enabled me 


«6 to diftinguifh him: he was well- 








«© dreffed,and the girl feemed to {queeze 


«« his hand when they parted.” 


The father was going to fay, he cer- 





tainly miftook ; but he had hardly let 
flip 
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{lip thefe laft words, when Julia looked 


at him with eyes full of anger. 


¢ 
é6 
‘6 
‘6 


és 


4¢ 
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$e 


my father, I hall never conyince you 
of my innocence. The painful fitua- 
tion in which I find myfelf, and a 
witnefs who feems to be a proof of 
my tacit confent, require that I re- 
venge mytfelf. Yes, I fhall go and 
diyulge my fhame and yours. I can- 
not juftify myfelf but te completing 
| I fhall fuffer, then, the 


miferies of a dreadful ftorm, fince it 


my infamy. 


is only after it that I can hope for 


calm. Inclofe me within four walls, 


left I immediately make my efcape ; 
and the defire of juttifying myfelf 
sbohe tty BPRS, ss will 
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« will appeafe the revolt of my fenfes.” 
Her father perceived too late how im- 
prudent he had been in letting thefe 
laft words fall from him. He in vain 
affured her that he did not believe it. - 
Julia could not look at him without 
blufhing; and had it not been for hich. 
nora, who had more power over her, fhe 


was about to abandon herfelf to the 





moft violent paffion. She became calm, 

‘by the hope. that her mother gave her, 

in loading her with careffes.. “« No, 

“« my daughter, we fhall not be igno- 
» yant of him who has offended us: 

“we we fhall difcover him, without ex- > 
« pofing our reputation, I, myéelf, 


* {hall 
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sé thall now undertake the affair; and 


¢ 


cat 


that muft be abfolutely impenetrable 
«¢ of which a woman cannot gain in- 
* telligence, when the withes it. What 
<¢ Don Gutiere has juft told your fe- 
« ther is fufficient: I fhall difcover 
<¢ the traitor, were he at the end of the 


“© world.” 


Julia, after thefe promifes, became a 
little eafy concerning her fituation, to 
which there was no other remedy than 
the time fixed by nature. Three months 
had already elapfed, and Leonora had 


heard nothing certain: fhe, however, 


was in hope of a letter, through which 


fhe 
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fhe might know more. The~ young 
man, added fhe, is now known, at leatt, 
by fight; and fome fufpect who he is, 
by the. company in which, they fay, 


they have fometimes feen him; but 





the rifk of being muftaken renders it 


neceflary to keep filence. F ifteen days 








more had pafled, when the father fhew- 
ed a fictitious letter. ‘‘ My dear Sida. 
«< T have neglected nothing to difcover 
*« the perfon of whom you have fpoken 
‘tome. After many enquiries, from 
“« the defcription you have given me of 
“« him, lam fure he is a young man of 


se Orgaz, who has already played many 





«« tricks. Having rambled, like a true 


“* gipfey, 
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| gipfey, through Lonteca, Confuegra, 
and Cobifa, he had laft year retired to 


Toledo, where he affociated himfelf 


with a gang of pickpockets, who 


were apprehended fix months ago. 
Some fufpect that he has paffed 
through Rodilas, where part of the 
banditti at firft withdrew. I donot 
know what concern you have for 
this perfon; but it is certain, that 
no-one can {peak of him but to de- 
nounce him to juftice; and I have 


no doubt but that he will foon be 


hanged.” 


The: 


SPIAESTATLMHATUTLPLEL Aad tage sabtes LSIQTET La TaeaTi TE eae LtiteRsanaSee | ETLiit Late ieee 







































34 EY 























pid i 
— Beare aes Sn Ena za SE EU ad 


wy 


O-+4 


SEAEAEDE POPS AIL) ERE RPA SED EDD bp nd REM ENESD ON GODSESEUD ED oy ed edd DESO SES? 17 7D Qo Sh eSESE ST ey ED LIEAUSE ES oo t2 £92 9009 GVLSE OY rab d SESMDE Dy EPRSL ALAA BE WD oy bo EOE 





THE FORCE 


The father had fearce done reading, 


when Leonora feigned to fhudder. She 


fell-on the neck of Julia, and, embrac- 


ing her, faid, “ Well, my dear, what 


‘ refolution do you wifh me to take >} 


é¢ 


$é 


o£ 


6é 


éé 


6é 


a6 


éé 


' m 
n 


Muft I purfiie my enquiries ? Do 
you with that every one may know 
that it is you whom the villain has 
difhonoured? You fee that he is 
known to be fo, and there is no need 
of our complaint, in order that he 
fhould be punifhed, as he certainly 
will be fooner or later. Let us thank 
heaven for his 
denen: and do, then, take care -of 


yourfelf, for the fake of the child, 


not havin g put you to. 


“¢ who 





DURE Pe ear ui fiekaas SED. Danse 




















, 7 OF BLOOD. 65 


‘¢ wha had no fhare in the enormities 
“ of his father. No one is acquainted 
« with your misfortune: let us both 
“ be prudent, fince the leaft {tep farther 


« may difhonour us for ever.” 


Julia conceived that fhe ought to fub-. 


mit: how feverely foever her heart was 
wounded, fhe fpent the remainder of 


her term in filence. Leonora was her- 


felf the midwife, and Julia was, with- 


out any other witneds, delivered of a fine 
-handfome boy. ‘They fent him fecretly 
pteithe country, where he remained 
four years. Leonora then yielding to 
the defire of : Julia, who witfhed to fee 

| her 
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her child again, however fogrowful 
might be the remembrance he might 
caufe to her. If the houfe was not 
coftly, it at leaft could be deemed the 


afylum of virtue, and the child was 





brought up there in fuch a manner, as 
not to imitate the exceffes of his father. 


They called him Lewis, after the name 














of Julia’s father. The moft interefting 
figure, a fine countenance, great viva 
city, the moft pleafant fallies, a fubmif- 


five temper, blended with a certain de- 








gree of pride, were the advantages which 
made amends to the child for what he 
wanted on the fcore of birth;. and 
Lewis, in his behaviour, feemed to an- 


3 nounce 
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nounce that he was not the fon of aman 
of lowrank. He knew fo well how to 
gain the affection of the parents of Ju- 
lia, that they often thanked Hemeens for 
having given them a grandfon fo inte- 
refting, though through fo dreadful an 
accident. ‘Time, which alone Hfoftenk 
all forrows, had, however, left in the 
heart of Julia the moft lively impreflion 
of her misfortune ;. and this impreflion 
had rendered more lively. that natural 
affection which ties a mother to her 
child; Julia, therefore; loved very ten- 
derly her fon, whom fhe called her little 


coufin. 


Lewis 
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Lewis never went out to deliver a 
mefiage, or to attend upon his matters, 
without being embraced. by thofe who 
were acquainted with the family of his 
grandfather: thofe even who knew not 
the boy, were pleafed to carefs him. 
Some admired his pretty figure, others 
congratulated his mother. His father - 
had alfo a fhare in the eulogium and 


compliments; and the grandfather, who 





was bringing him up, was not forgotten. 





Atlength, Lewis, generally beloved, ar- 
rived at the age of feven years: -he al- 
ready knew the firft rudiments of learn- 
ing, and could write tolerably well. His 
grandfather, who could not leave him a 


large 
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large fortune, was at leaft willing to 


leave him talents, a property over which 


neither fortune, ner injuftice of men 


have any power. 


| Julia could not fufficiently congra- 


tulate herfelf upon being a mother; and 


from time to time fhe faid with forrow, 


“* When fhall I know thy father, my - 


£6 


a 
wn 


x 


6 


an 
“ 


a 


é 


' om 
a 


dear child? Is it poffible that, with 
fo good difpofitions, thou canft be the 
ie of a wretch whom I fhould Hoe 
dare to clam? And fhall I always 
blufh in thinking of thy father? No, 
certainly ; my mother was not well 


informed. A flattering prefentiment, 


«© which 
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which Iam not able to define, full 


fupports my hope, and I dare expect 
one day to call thee my fon, with as 
much pleafure as at prefent I have 
fear. Through thy features, thy 
countenance, may I not recognize 
fome onc in this town who might in- 
{pire me with fweet, though s caitel 
fenfations of a tranfient  illofion. 
Thou haft too much power over my 
heart, that I fhould hefitate to par- 
don him to whom thou oweft thy 
exiftence. Shall I ener hear a word 
concerning that event? May the 
crucl one betray himfelf 1 and were 
heof the lowe& rank, if he was ho- 


« neft 
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-and free, 1 would carry thee to his 


arms, there to live and die with thee. 
I haye merited his friendfhip, by fo 
many tears, fo many fighs, and fo 
much grief! Would he refufe me 
his hand? or would he renounce the 


Dear child! 





fentiments of nature 
No; thy heart tells me that thy father 
is not a tyger, and that he would pity 
me as much as I feel tendernefs for 


him, fince he is thy father !” Julia 


immediately concealed herfelf from the 


child, in order to weep alone ; then re- 


turning to embrace him, fhe for a time. 


forgot her grief, 


isyiaisiariitiis eee : . 
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2 
Leonora, wifhing to hear of a kinf- 
man who was ill, fent a card of enquiry 
by Lewis, who, always ready to obey, 
fet oie with the intention of immedi- 
ately Ms ihe It was neceflary for 
him to pafs by a place where there hap- 
pened to be a horfe-race.. Unfortunate- 
ly he {topped there, like others, to look 
on. Being too.fhort to fee from behind, 
he found means of advancing to the 
edge of the courfe, at the rifk of being 
injured by fome of the horfes; an acci- 
dent hich not long after actually befel 
him. He faw a cavalier, who feemed 
to ruth like lightning towards him; being 
frightened, he wifhed to pafs to the 


* 


other 
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_ other fide, but it was too late: the horfe 
paffing on, gains with too much. velo- 
city to be fuddenly ftopped, ran over 
him, and he was left for dead upon the 
fpot. A loud cry being raifed, people 
haftened to the boy. A nobleman, al- 
ready in years, had arrived’ before the 

crowds he alighted, took the child in 
his arms, and, without confidering his 
rank and dignity, carried him to his 
houfe. They ran to the furgeon, and 
feveral people who, affected with the 
misfortune of the boy, already well 
known, had followed the nobleman, 
told him that it was the little Lewis. 


This man of fenfibility recollected with 
E grief 
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$4 THE FORCE 
grief the houfe of his grandfather, who 
paffed for his uncle, and ordered that 
the greateft care poffible fhould-be taken | 


~ 


of him. 





The rumour of the accident being 
immediately fpread abroad, reached the 
houfe of the uncle, who ran, with his 
wife and daughter, more dead than. 
alive, having no ftrength but through 
that incomprehenfible feeling, which 


gives to the moft fearful mother the 








courage of a lion in danger. Being 
fhewn the houfe'of the nobleman, Juha, 


diftracted, entered, without faying a 








word, took Lewis in her arms, em-~- 


braced 
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braced him, and, fainting, fell on the 





bed. They placed her ona chair, and 








fome moments after being recovered, 
fhe, without defign, cried out feveral 
tines. «« My fon, my dear child!” They, 
however, looked upon thefe entation i 
tions as the expreffion of friendfhip. Be- as . _ 
fides, they were too much engrofled by 
the misfortune of the child, to think of i 
finding in thefe complaints any other 
meaning than that which is oftentimes 
given to thefe words, merely through | i | 
tendernefs. Leonora and her huftband ; 
mingled their tears with thofe of Julia, 
but were moderate in their complaints: 
they afked the furgeon whether he de- 
: | ee. {paired 
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fpaired of the life of their young ne- 
phew. ‘No, (faid he) there 1s not fo | 
«much danger as I at firft thought.” 
The lady of the houfe then beginning yi 


to fpeak, faid to Leonora, ‘“« Madam, 





«¢ you have a daughter whofe heart is 
<« very fenfible. Were fhe the mother 
‘¢ of the child, the would not fhew 


«« more tendernefs.”’ <‘ Madam, (re- 





« plicd Leonora) do not wonder at 
« fuch an excefs of friendfhip: this boy, 
«* who has lived with us thefe three 
“‘ years, is become the object of all the 
“¢ care and amufements of Julia. As 


«¢ fhe has been always reclufe as a nun, 


er 


‘ though from her own choice, we 


thought 
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thought proper to give her this: child 
to keep her company, and divert her 
by his playful innocence: hence arofe 
her fingular affection, and the fitua- 


tion in which you have jutt feen her. 


Another reafon which induced us to 


keep him at home, 1s, that his father 
feems very unconcerned for his fate ; 
but the child has found in Julia a 
true mother, and he already beets 
to be fenfible of the value of her 


friendfhip.” - 


At thefe words, Julia, lefs depreffed, 


raifed her eyes, looked at her mother, 


and afked the lady of the houfe her 


pardon 


eee 
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pardon for having entered it fo uncre 
villy. _« Never mind, (anfwered the 
 Jady) after what I have juft heard, I 
« conceive with how much grief your 
« heart muft have been opprefled, 
«© when you were informed of the boy's 
“« accident; but be eafy, the evil is not 
‘«* without remedy, for fo we are aflured 
‘© by the furgeon, who is one of the 
« moft fkilful in Spain.” “ No, (re- 
«* peated the furgeon) there 1s no real 
« danger; I will be refponfible for the 


‘© child,” and foon afterwards he with- 





drew, recommending them to keep 





him quict. 





Julia’s 
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Jula’sfather accompanied him down 


ftairs, faying, that particular bufinefS 








demanded him elfewhere; but it was 





to hear from the furgeon whether the 





boy was not mortally wounded. “ He i. 
- 4s become fo dear to me, from the 
“ tendernefs that my. daughter has 
‘* conceived for hitn, that I could not 
“ lofe him without lofing her: no, fhe 7. 


<¢ could not. furvive him.” After he 





was fatistied by the furgeon upon this 4 ie 


. head, he returned home. 


Meanwhile Lewis awaking, opened 


his eyes. Julia ran to his bed, and 





afked him how he felt himfelf. “ To-« 
EK 4° « erably 
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lerably well, my coufin, (he replied) 
except that I have a bad head-ach; 
it will perhaps foon be better. But 
where am I? for I do not know this 
<« ‘Thou art well, thou art 
well, my dear, do not fpeak.”. She 


Julia, till 


1 herfelf again. 


that time, too deprefied by her grief to 


confider sie room in which fhe was, 


had thought only of her fon’s accident ; 


but his queftion awoke her attention. 


She rapidly caft her eyes round the 


/ 


apartment, and felt her blood rife in 


her face. Stephania perceiving it, afk- 


ed her if fhe was indifpofed? “ No, 


“« Madam; overcome with your kind- 


“ nefs, 
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nefs, | was thinking that it was al- 


moft time to return home ; but de- 


tained here by this child, I am 


quite uneafy when I think of part-- 


39 


ing.’ ‘ Do not fear difturbing us 
(faid the mafter of the houfe),: in 


proportion to my fear for the misfor- 
tune of the child, is the tendernefs F: 
felt for him, when I held him in my 


arms: it feemed to me that I faw in. 


his countenance a fon who.is dear to 
me; and no copy was ever more like 
the original. Indeed, if aah bs ae be= 
coming to joke on fuchan occafion, 
I fhould fay that he is his father: 
No, you do not trouble us:;and | 


| ae 


‘* beg 
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82 THE FORCE 


‘“¢ beg of you, as a favour, to leave him 
«* till he is quite recovered. You may 
‘< depend upon my care, and that of 


““ my furgeon : he fhall be: attended 


- ‘day and mght: make my houfe yours, 























‘* and permit me at prefent to with- 


‘«« draw upon fome bufinefs.”’ 


Leonora and Julia, lefs uneafy, re- 
mained with Stephania, who overcame 
them with kindnefs, and even offered 
a bed to Julia, if fhe withed to ftay with | 

‘the fick. Julia diftrufted her own 
heart, after what fhe had juft feen in 
the apartment, and thought proper to 
defer it a little longer. She thanked 

the 
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the lady with as much gratitude as her 


fervices and offers merited. “ How 


«¢ 


amiable you are, (replied Stephania) 


cé 


your refufals themfelyes make you to | 


$6 


_be loved; and you break my heart by 


6é 





the fad remembrance of my daughter, 
“ when I look at you. She had your 
6é 


alr, your countenance, your graces, 


“se your {weetnef{s ; but I have loft her,. i : 





“¢ with circumftances too difmal to re- 
“‘ late to you. Forgive this rambling, 
“ for the fake of the tendernefS of a 
‘“* mother, who would deem herfelf 
« happy in being yours.” c Madam, a. 
© (Cfaid Leonora) though thefe fad re-~ jae | J 
“‘ membrances are always attended | 


E 6 . “ with 
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THE FORCE 
with forrow, I know, by experience, 
that the mind dwells upon them 
with fecret fatisfaction. I perceive 
that your heart needs but to difclofe 
itfelf; give me leave, then, to make 
your friendfhip a claim to merit your 
confidence. I have loft feveral chil- 
dren, and I feel my forrow lefs when 
I ean fpeak of it to my friends ; 
therefore let us hear of your dear 
daughter, with whom you compare 


my Julia.” Stephania kept filent for. 


fome minutes; but fuddenly ftarting, 


as from a dream, fhe took the hand of 


Leonora— Yes, you deferve my con- 


€é 


fidence, and Julia fhall hear the hif- 
aR tory. 3 


Myrsies POPnDraL TPCT ATELCOLO TOSI Everts PORTE HYeILAE STE rear enced Wontar svete USE UP PASE Anat 




















OF BLOOD. 85 


** tory. Notwithftanding the prudence 
«« which fhe feems to be poffeffed of, 








¢ fhe will but know better how to dif- 
“ truft the cunning and wickednefs of ; 


7 young men. 


«< Marina was about fixteen when 
““ fhe was afked in marriage, by a 
‘« youth of her own’rank. However : 
“ fuitable the match might be, my | _ 


“6 daughter {eemed as yet too young, | a 





“ or, at leaft, too little experienced, and 


«* we declined the offer, alledging this 


“as the only reafon, but without pro- | a 
7 

““ mifing any thing with reference to a 
He 

“ the future. The young man, of- a 


‘“< fended 








OO 


WEE e VLEET arpeepa peeresin ~— . A 
ae ‘ - bed tds GieshdtQeNP Rees LS EPATadED Dy aa aGaeessd ved EDO EY Cos EDREDE DE CPO Gh gy De sP ey BP TE lashes er 
eo —— —SSS SS = STEN Seana PTS PgGD gy UE SIE e te LED yds 























86 _ THE FORCE 


ds «« fended at our refufal, took every 
‘«¢ means in his power to gain the heart 


«© of Marina. The Duenna, who at- ; 





«¢ tended her, was the perfon whom he 
«¢ made choice of to manage his pro- 
« ject. A woman, at firft unknown to 
‘«¢ ys, and whom he had engaged in his 


«« intereft, gained our Duenna, who 





“< eafily perfuaded Marina that it was 
« time to think of marrying. Her 
« heart, though yet untried, was fo 


«“ combuftible at this. very moment, 





«¢ that it wanted but the flighteft fpark 
«¢ to kindle it ; and this it foon receiv- 
« ed: She was firft fhewn the por- 


« trait of him who_ courted her: it 





“ pleafed | 
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pleafed ues and, indeed, no wonder, 
for the youth had, in the moft attrac- 
tive countenance, every thing which 
feemed capable of pleafing. They 
contrived three interviews at church, 
in our abfence, and thefe, in that 
moment, formed a chain which it 
was not poflible to break. Marina 
foon fell into a kind of melancholy : 
fhe became thoughtful and filent. 
Scarce was I able to draw from her 
ohe word, although fhe was natu- 
rally of a lively difpofition. It was 
in vain I afked her the caufe of fuch 
a fingular change: I extorted but 
fighs; or fhe ufed fome fubterfuge, 


6¢ in 
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‘© in which fhe had been. carefully i- 
« ftruéed. I took every meafure in 
“© my power to prevent deeeption but 
« the artful Duenna, who feemed eager 
“ to help my views, betrayed me on 
«¢ every occafion; and the intrigue 
« Jafted for three years. Before the 
‘«« cataftrophe happened which termi- 
‘* nated it, her hand had been twice 
ae folicited by other perfons. She had 
“ refufed pofitively, faying, that ‘the 
« could not for a long time think of 
« marriage, againft which. fhe had a 
«¢ particular reluctance. Marina's fitua- 
« tion became worfe every day. She;,. 
“ however, faw her lover, who was 


intro=- 
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** introduced into the Duenna’s cham- 
“‘ ber, where Marina flept: in thort, 
ig fhould I tel] you, my daughter yield- 
* ed to his embraces, and their intrigue 


“« lafted almoft fix months after. Ma- 
*‘ rina was then in a fituation which 
** fhe could not conceal any longer 3 
«© fhe called for a phyfician, owned 
, * what had happened, and defired him 
“* to let me alone be acquainted with 


sat) that’ | might endeavour to fave 


6 


a 


her reputation. Jinftantly went to 


6 


*“ 


the father of the young man, who ap- 
‘« pointed the following day for a meet- 
*< ing, promifing he would bring his 
“fon with him, I repaired’ to the 


** appointed: 
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Ss appointed place, the father was wait- ° 
‘¢ ing for me with his fon, to whom 
‘¢ hehad not yet opened his intentions, 
‘¢ for fear of his abfenting himfelf. I 
« addrefled the fon directly, telling 
‘¢ him all that Marina had difclofed to 
‘¢ me, and reminding him how ftrong- 
“ly he had engaged himfelf to my - 
‘© daughter, by reducing her to her fad 
66 {ituation ; that befide paternal au- 
¢ thority, there were laws to which I 
‘¢ had aright to appeal, if he could | 
‘¢ forget his duty ; but I did not deem 
<¢ him fo bafe as to difhonour himfelf. 
‘«¢ He remained dumb for fome time. 


‘¢ His father ordered him to fatisty 


“¢ me, 
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** me by a moft ftrict and fincere pro- 
‘* muife, unlefs he was te falGed: in pre- 
cs ference, to be fhut up for the reft of 
** his life. For though equal in rank to 


66 


my hufband, the father was not 
** ignorant that our family, one ‘of 
** the moft illuftrious in Spain, would 
** not be difgraced with impunity. He 
** was, befides, too much interefted to 
“* allow of this affront from his fon 
‘¢ without redrefs: he himfelf would 
“* have been obliged to leave the court, 
** and the doors of the beft families 
‘© would have been thut againft him, 
“© But he was a man of probity, as well 


** as my hufband; and they were both — 
“ incapable 


79 bab. 
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g2 THE FORCK 
‘© incapable of bearing with a bafe ac- 
“tion. The fon promifed to perform 
s¢ all his father ordered him: he even 
‘6 took me by the hand, {wearing that , 
‘6 he would never have another wife 
« than Marina. Perfectly fatishied, I 
é yeturned to meet my daughter, and. 
‘© apprifed her of what had paffed. Her 
‘6 fituation wanted comfort rather than 
‘* reproaches from me; therefore I 
%& fhewed her all the tendernefs which. 
‘© my heart felt for a daughter, whom 
“© | affe@ionately Toved.” At thefe 
words Stephania let fall the tears from 
which fhe had hitherto with difficulty 
refrained. | 


“¢ Hear 
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“¢ Hear the end of an affair fo me- 


** Jancholy to the heart of a mother. 





‘¢ T was prudent enough to conceal all 


‘* from my hufband, and I defired the 


“¢ father of the youth to keep the moft 


** profound filence. JTaffected to thew - 


‘* a particular friendfhip to the Duenna, 


“ who had betrayed me, delaying to re- 
“* venge myfelfon her for herperfidy till 
** the affair fhould be completed ; but, 


‘¢ ndpite of my prudence, all blazed 





66 


forth. The day after, the young man 
** repaired to his father’s garden, and 
** there pierced. himfelf through with 


“* his own tword, and left at his fide 





this writing: No, I will not marry 


$6 her 
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- THE FORCE 
her whom I could not ofleem. Being 
accuf{tomed to come down early, and 
to wifh his father good morning, the. 
latter much furprifed not to fee him, 
fent a fervant to his apartment, but 
he was not there. They enquired_ 
in the houfe whether he had been 
feen, and were anfwered that he had 
not fhewn him(felf. The father him- 
{elf went imto the garden, defiring 


to be left alone. Entering an ar- 


&. 
bour, he perceived fome one laying 
at the other extremity: it was his 
fon, whom he faw weltering in his 
blood. He fell at his‘fide, out of 


his fenfes; nor did he recover for a 


‘¢ Jong 
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“* jong time: then, with {carce {trength 
“6 fufficient, he went to call for fome 


*¢ one in whom he had confidence, and 


“* returned with him to confult what 
*¢ fhould be done. They agreed to 

** come at another time, without dif — i 
** clofing any thing, to keep the gar- 
*¢ den door locked all day, and not to 
“* carry him away before night. When 
‘* the family had gone to reft, the fa- 
‘s ther, with two fervants, brought him 
“* to his bed,and the following day they 
“* fpread a report that he had fought 
** the preceding night, and was dead 


** of hiswounds. Thus died the young 


<* Gorcia. . As foon as his father had 


~ 


‘* acquainted 
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“a 


‘ acquainted me with, his death, I was 
“¢ obliged to ufe artifice to. make my 
“< daughter believe that the affair Ba 
‘© not be brought about fo foon as fhe 
«< had thought. For fear of Marina's 
‘¢ fituation being perceived, I defired 
*¢ her father to let us go and fpend 


‘6 {ome time at a country-{eat on the 





‘¢ bank of the Tagus, two leagues be- 





*¢ low Toledo. The phyfician re- 








<< paired thither at thestime I had ap- 
| ‘¢ pointed. Marina could no longer 
‘¢ conceal ker fituation but in retreat >. 
“ fhe, as well as myfelf, was apprehen- 


<¢ five of the prefence of her father, 





| ‘¢ notwithftanding his bufinels which 





‘6 detained 
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detamed him in town, and I fhould 


€¢ 
*¢ have been undone had he arrived un- 
(a3 


expectedly. I fhould never have 


6 been able to have perfuaded him that 


<1 had not. favoured the intrigue of 
‘¢ his daughter. I reproached mytelf a 
v 


thoufand times for not having in- 


‘* formed him feafonably of what had 


‘¢ patied ; but maternal tendernefs, the 


‘* inexorable chara@ter of men, who, 


‘* though fubje@ to our foibles, are’ 





66 unwilling to pardon them in us,- 


“ Laftly, my daughter’s reputation. ’ 
} ) iS , 


‘¢ which I withed to fave, induced’ me ’ 





‘to difiemble. Maternal pity, art’ 
a cy De * s ‘ 
thou then a crime in the héart of a 


E ‘© tender 
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¢¢ tender mother? and mutt fhe ceafe 
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to love hex daughter, becaufe the 
victim of her impetuous fenfes? No, 
my daughter, I. would never have 
ceafed to love thee. Should I be- 
reave thee of a comfort which thou 
could not find but in thy mother? 
Marina being incapable of bearing 
the delat for which I always gave 
fome plaufible reafons, told me, at 
laft, fhe pereeived her misfortune was 
without refource, and that from this 
very moment fhe would yield to her 
grief, in order to quit a life which was 
now become odious to her. ._What 
ought*l to. have done in this meian- 


“ choly 
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choly alternative ? To tell her what 
had paffed at Don Gorcia’s, this was 
e hazard ftill worfe. It was not 
long before the phyfician returned, 
and we agreed that he fhould inform 
Marina of the young Gorcia’s death, 
without apprizing her of the circum- 
{tances. The doctor ufed all the ad- 
drefs or a man of prudence, and en- 


deavoured to make her believe that 


the father of Gorcia had permitted 


her to go and fpend the remainder of 
he time at his country-feat, in Eftra- 
madura; and it would be the lef dif- 


ficult. to obtain the confent of her 


father, inafmuch as he would accom- ~ 
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pany herhome to folicitit. Marina, too 
much affected with her Giuations did 
not yield to thefe reafons : fhe mif- 
carried this very night, and, in confe- 
quence, fhe died next day. Such | 
was, my dear Leonora, the tragical 
end of a daughter, far whofe fake I 
would have fhed the laft drop of my 
blood. I fhould have kept the moft 
profound filence concerning this 
event, if, in fpite of our prudence, 
it had not been made known; but 
the death of my daughter has fhel- 
tered her from all reproach. She was 
pitied, and every one who was ac- 
quainted with. it fy mpathized with 


c¢é me 


$ . yng 
SESESos LOPVERD S/ESEAT Cons) oF edESERL ELE TON TOaN TLCS OFUEHaLOT Seti bad SECy eg OI ESLGY EVES ELL IP LIEN Se Os GSS EIL Tees entae Hepes OSLaL eo AA HILGE tabs MLIT Tose; 

















OF BLOOD. 101 





. 


“ mein my gricf. Heaven, however, 


6 


has left me fome econfolation for fo 


« dreadful alofs. I havea fon, who 





ey is, at leaft, fe {weet hope ees old 
ae age, and of the whole family: he 
“ formerly was a little inconfiderate : 
“¢ but now fince he has been ferving in . 


_ © the army, and obliged to obey, he has 





“ undergone a great change: he isa 


‘¢ reafonable man, or at leaft we are in- 


<* formed he is fo. I long to fee him 





ae again ; but his father will not hear 


“* of his return.’ 


-Stephania had no fooner uttered thefe 


laft words, than Lewis raifed his head 


F3 


to 
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to look at the company. Julia ran to 
- his bed: tephania approached and em- 


braced him. Struck with the likenefs 


exclaiming, ‘‘ Yes, my dear, ,no child 
« ever refembled his father more than 
2] Cerne Then turn- 
ing towards, Julia, ‘‘ Who then is the 
« father of this boy? How well did 
“my hufband contrive it! Why is 
_ not my fon here? Iam fure he would 

‘“ be as aftonifhed as lam. Let us fit 
‘¢ down again, a foeak low, . for fear 
«¢ of troubling the repofe of this ami- 


é aie childs Lewis fell ailcep. 


Stephania 
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Stephania taking the two hands of 


Julia, prefled them, and begged fhe 





would let her know the father of Lewis, ; 


and the place of his nativity; but Ju- 





ha, greatly dejected, wept, and remain- 
ed dumb. Leonora, then beginning to - 
fpeak, faid, ‘* Madam, the grief of my 
‘* daughter prevents her anfwering. 
‘¢ Excufe the grief which the misfor- 
*¢ tune of the child has brought on her. 
«¢ The great care which you take of 
** him requires from us too much era 
** titude to refufe to fatisfy your curio- 
z fity. This boy was brought into the 
“* world by one of my relations ; as for 


F 4 ‘* the 
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the father, I cannot name him: I do 
not know myfelf who he is: his vir- 
tugus mother was accompanied by 
her parents when fhe was carried 
away by a gang of libertines, who 
conducted her I know not. where. 
‘ Out of her fenfes, fhe then becéme the 
prey of one of them, and the mother 
of this amiable child. All our en- 
quiries have not enabled us to difco- 
ver any proof by which we could be 
empowered to lay acomplaint. The 
mother firice that time has lived in 
to the advice of 


ae ese 
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folitude, 
‘ her family, and we have brought up 
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pe 


—s 
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cc. her infant. Thisis all I can tell you, | 


= Soon 





= 


‘¢ with the fincerity you have deferved Hy 











‘6 from us.” 


rs 


“© Madam, (replied Stephania) I was 
“ not miftaken: for, befides that he is 


‘* like my fon, I really thought I faw 





‘* in him features like yours, and thofe 





** of Julia. . He bears a certain family ae 
*¢ air, which it is not difficult to dif- | 
*¢ cern. His mother, no doubt, is near- | | : 
*¢ ly related to you?” ‘* Yes, Madam, | 
‘¢ but I think you will be good enough . 
‘* not to require that I fhould tell you 


> 


eher name.’ 


During 
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During this converfation, Julia,whofe 
{orrow had been awakened by their re~ 
cital, was till more aftonifhed at find- 
ing herfelf again in the apartment in 
which fhe had been made a mother: 
though it was not decked with the 
fanic haneins, as formerly, Julia knew 
very well that fhe could not be mif- 
taken: the partition of the clofets, the 
grated windows, which opened into the 
garden, where fhe had juft perceived 
the two ftatues, which fhe noticed on 
the day of her misfortune, more efpe- 
cially the clofet where fhe faw the nail 
from whence hung the crucifix which 
| fhe had taken. Liaftly, the gilded Bed: 
which 
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which fhe could not poffibly miftake ; 
every thing reminded her of that fatal 
night, and of the place which had been 
the tomb of her innocence. Leonora, 
probably, would not have delayed any 
longer the difclofure of the ‘Hole affair, 
had her eyes been as well inftructed as 
thofe of Julia ; but fhe was ignorant of 
all that her daughter had recognized, 
Juha, far from acknowledging that fhe 
was the boy’s mother, diffimulated the 
grief which oppreffed -her heart, and 
talked of returning home, not thinking 
proper to wait any later for her father. 
She, therefore, was recommending the 
child to the care of Stephania, when her 


F 6 father. 
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THE FORCE 


father entered, with the mafter of the 
houfe, Julia was hardly able to bow 
tothem. ‘This generous nobleman pre- 
vented her, and faid, ‘‘ No, young lady, 


“se you have now no reafon to fear: we 


Com 


‘ have juft feen the furgeon, he does. 


nx 


‘ not perceive any danger. Your father 


& 


618 quite eafy. To-morrow you will 


~*~ 


‘ fee the boy much better.” After em- 


bracing one another, the ladies parted. 


Julia, in defcending, wifhed’ to have 
a full further proof that fhe was not 
miftaken ; fhe, therefore, counted the 
fteps, and found the fame number which 
the ie wbiadicd the firft time fhe had 


defcen 
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defcended them, with her eves covered, 


As foon as fhe had arrived at home, fhe 
fell on the neck of her father, and faid 


to him, ‘* Let us be comforted, my 


6¢ 


66 


66 


66 


66 


66 


é¢ 


$4 


66 
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father, and give thanks to heaven. 
Yes, my fon has. at laft made me 
know his father. Every thing af- 
fures me that I do not flatter myfelf 
without reafon. You have been very 


ill eiar ned Whatever may have 


been the enormity of his offence, my — 


heart tells methat I ought to forgive | 


him. Though fhould I never marry 


him, 1 know at leaft that my dear 


child doesnot owe his exiftence to a 


‘¢ robber. This is fatisfactory, Lites the 


<6 fikenen* 
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THE FORCE 


4 


_** filence we have been obliged to keep. 


‘* There is no occafion to afk me more, 
‘¢ it would plunge me into an ocean of 
“« tears.. My fortune is too difpropor- 
u tionate for me to hope to avow my | 
“fon publicly ;. continue, therefore, 
‘¢ with me in.the refolution we have 
“taken. Whatever may be the trouble 
«and bitternefs I feel from time to 
“ time, the confolation of living with 
* my fonis fufficient for me: he thall 
‘* know who he is when I think it is 
“ time to tell him.’ At thefe words, 
Julia raifing her cyes to heaven, ftruck 
her breaft, and uttered the moft painful 
fighs, “My fon, haft thou been fnatch- 
“sed 
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OF BLOOD. 111 


< ed from the arms of death, but.to 


“ perpetuate and increafe my grief?” 





‘Leonora and her hufband, greatly 
aftonifhed, remained dumb at thefe 
complaints : the former approaching 
her daughter, « Julia, (faid fhe) explain 
« yourfelf—deliver us from the trouble 
‘““ you make us fuffer, by laying before 


us fuch equivocal grounds of confo- 


« lation, You know who is the father | 





** of your fon? How then could you con- 
‘« ceal it from us? Could yeu diffem- 
*« ble, in fpite of the fincerity which we 
“ know you are poffeffed of ? Is not this 
© all an illufion? Do you think it could | | 


* have 
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have been any one of the -houfe of 
this virtuous nobleman, or, perhaps, : 
himfelf, who would have difgraced 
you? Be affured, then, that there was 
in the words he fpake but the effu- 
fion of his fenfible heart; and from 
his faying that the boy was his fon, 
or that he refembled a fon whom he 
loved, you are abe to conclude that 
he is the father of your child.”—“ No, 
my mother, he is Hot the father of 
my fon: his foul is too dignified to 
‘have .offended me: his care, _his 
friendfhip: will always bear witnefs 
in his behalf. Why do you with I 
fhould plunge you into new troubles, 


: ** fince 
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OF BLOOD. 1s 


“ fince the evil is without remedy? 


é 


n 


Judge from my fituation what will 


€ 


n 





be yours, if you oblige me to tell you: 


€ 


can 


more. Is it not enough that I re- 


~ 


€ 


| move the fear you had exprefled, left 
*« my fon fhould have fprung from a 
« villain? No, that he is not; I {wear 
« it, and, without having known the 
“‘ perfon of his father, I repeat, he 
« is defcended from a man of the high- 
“ eft nobility. Yes, I lave my fon 


“ enough to pardon his father.” —* No, 





« Julia, it is no longer time to be filent, | : ; 
“if you are certain you are not mif- 
“« taken. The honour and love which 
“you owe to us and to your fon, re- 
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sé quire from you the moft fincere con= 
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fefion. . There is no nobility in the 


kingdom with which ours cannot 


-bear the comparifon; and however 


difproportionate our fortume may 
feem, we are not in diftrefs. Al- 
though birth is not, always accome= 
panied with fentiments of honour, 
efpecially at the prefent day, there 1s 
(till in the crowd of debafed nobility 
fome high fouls, who, after having 
committed an error, are fenfible of 
what they owe to themfelves, merely 
as individuals; therefore fhew us 
how much you value our tendernefs. 
My dear Julia, can you conceal any 


“ thing 
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OF BLOOD. Byes 


thing from your mother? Does your 


father merit nothing from his daugh- 


las) 


ter?” Julia could no longer refit 


the laft entreaties. ‘‘ No, my mother, 
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how much foever I feemed to you 
depreffed during your conyerfation 


with Donna Stephania, I loft no- 


thing of what was mentioned, and 
_it is that which difconcerts me. But 
before I remind you of what made 
me experience the moft bitter an-. 
guith, I will fatisfy you concerning : 
the father of my fon. You, no. 4 , 


doubt, obferved the gilded bedftead | 


which isin the apartment where the 
child lies ?)’——"* Yes,’ —** Are not the 


« clofets 
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116 THE FORCE 


% 


‘¢ clofets- divided as I told you ?”— 


** ¥es."— Does not the window open 
** into the garden > and did you not 
“* obferve the two ftatues facing the 
«¢ gate P’L« Yes”. Lieonora, over 
come with agreeable furprize, fell on 
the neck of her hufband, returned to 
embrace her daughter, and bleffed hea- 
ven a thoufand times for having afford- 
ed them the opportunity of feeing that 
place of horror and difgrace become the 
afylum of virtue. “* Yes, my Julia— 
** yes, my daughter, I underftand you. 
‘¢ This good man has a fon—he is in 
‘* the army—but where ? In Flanders, 
‘* orin Italy? He was inconfiderate, 


« Stephania 
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OF BLOOD. $A. 


a Stephania {aid ; but that he is now 


€¢ 





more reafonable. And - you firmly 


‘“ believe that he is the father of your 


c< 


fon? Be prudent, my daughter: fuch > 


‘* a‘family requires of us the greateft 


“* refpect and caution; and we fhould 


‘© difhonour ourfelves for ever, were we 


_ 6 


to proceed too haftily.”’-—« My mo- 


Sotnen this is. not. the fubject of my 


‘¢ inquietude. I am fure he cannot dif- | 
_** avow the outrage he has committed ; 
4 


and, by applying to the laws, I can 


** oblige him to marry me. But call 


*¢ to your mind the inhuman behaviour. 


‘* of the young Gorcia, and of. the 
4¢ writing which he left when he ftab-,. .«, 


** bed | 
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bed himfelf. 


THE FORCE 


Suppofe then, that, 


conftrained by his family, or by the 


laws, the father of my child fhould 


be{tow his hava upon me and ac- 


knowledge the child, what do ou 


think my life will be with a man 


who will never grant me the leaft 


portion of his efteem ? Would it not 


be better to let things continue as 


they are, than to make me unhappy, 


without any poffible refource ? Re- 


“ prefent to yourfelf the melancholy lot 


of a virtuous Woman expofed to the 


cruel torment of indifference, which 


is, however, the leaft inconveniency, 


‘¢ for a fituation where they muft ne- 


** ceffarily 
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*¢ ceffarily love or hate one another. } 





‘* No; marriage admits but of ex- 





‘¢ tremes: he then will hate me: every 
‘¢ where he will fee on my counte- 
*¢ nance the mark of ae outrage he 
‘¢~had fixed upon me. Shall I dare to 
‘¢ raifemyeyes? Shall I dare to fpeak 
«6 tohim? Suppofe even he fhould dif- 
‘¢ femble in company, I fhall fee but a 
‘¢ cheat offer me his hand, in order to 
“ hut againft me all the avenues of his 


<< heart? If he be violent, paffionate, 





‘¢ brutith, for I ought not to deceive 
‘¢ myfelf, do you believe that he will ia 
** {cruple to ill-treat a wife whom he - 


‘¢ has 
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120 THE FORCE 


‘* has had the audacity to difhonour? 
‘¢ Think not. that marriage“#more re- 
** {pected among the great than among 
‘* thepeople. You know what one of our 
°* bett friends bas often told you, and 
*¢ the dreadful examples which fhe has 
‘¢ produced. No, nothing is fo low as 
‘¢ the heart of the great when it is de- 
‘¢ bafed; whereas thofe of inferior rank 
‘* often correct their brutality, or, at 
‘* ljeaft, are fometimes conftrained thro’ 
‘s fear of the laws; therefore every 
‘¢ thing fhould feem to deter you from 
** difclofing the leaft circumftance of 


‘¢ that fatal night, the horrors of which 
«6 J hide 
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OF BLOOD. 121 
Lhide from myfelf, only by the con- 
folation which is offered to me by 


the prefence of my fon.” 


“c My daughter, your reflections are 


extremely judicious ; but you recol- 
lect only what your grief has feized 
upon as .the aliment to foment it. 
You Have heard, however, the Vir’ 
tuous lady fay, that her hufband has 
as much integrity as your father, and 
was incapable of fuffering any thing 
which might in the wat {tain the re- 


putation of his family; and that had 


he been in the place of Don Garcia’s - 


father, he fhould have behaved like. = 


G « him, 


ihe 
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THE FORCE 


him. You have heard from himéelf, . 


that he has adopted your child. You 


have ‘een with what zeal and care he 


has affifted him, becaufe he was ftruck 


with the refemblance which Lewis 


bears to his own fon:\sAre not thefe 


zeal grounds’ of confolation. for you 


E 
“S 


and myfelf? or, is grief capable o 
fubduing reafon fo mature as yours ? 
No, my dear Julia, nothing ought to 
difconcert you. Every thing, on the 
contrary, induces you not to remain. 
filent any longer. I hall know to- 
morrow how long the fon of this 
good man has been abfent, and in 
If the time of» 


és his 
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\ 


‘his abfence agree with the age of 


your child, no doubt will remain, 
and you have nothing to fear, either 
by claiming your hufband or by liv- 
ing with him. Indeed, my daughter, 


the cafe of Marina is guite different 


from yours. I will agree with Ste- . 


phania, that her daughter was im- 
pofed upon, and given up through 
the fhameful intrigues of her Duen- 


I : 
Her fault, however, was almoft 


entirely fpontaneous. .I grant that 


love ought to precede marriage, and 


that two hearts’ fhould. fympathize 


with one another before they hould . 


bind themfelves by fo hazardous an 


G2 


‘s engage- 
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124 THE FORCE : 
“ engagement; but never, or, atleaft — 
«« feldom, is love followed by a conftant 


«« friendfhip, when. one commences 





‘‘ where one ought to finith: and I 


** wonder not that Don Garcia thought 


~ 


«« that he could not efteem her who 


** had granted him every thing,which 


“« fhe ought to have refufed. But your 
‘* fault, if there was any in your con- 
ae duct, was unknown .to you: you 7 
‘6 were, in fome degree, revenged of 


s¢ that outrage by the firmnefs which 





“¢ you fhewed when you were about to 
«« be infulted a fecond time, and thus 
«« has now laid on the offender all the 
 fhame of his bafe adtian, Do you 
“ think 
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OF BLOOD. 125 
“6 thinks then, that, folicited by the in- 
treaties of his mother, and urged by 
paternal authority, the young man 
© will not pereeive that “he has no 
‘« other way to take than to marry you, 


“« in order to efface his fhame? The. 


«© friendfhip which his father and ‘his = 
ERS ei | 


‘* mother bear you, affures you of his’ _ 


“ own. What man is able to Nee 
““ the charms of a woman, amiable, 
““ modeft, and, moreover, unhappy? 
‘Yes, he will love you, he will Hitter 
‘“-you, becaufe you deferve every thing 


“ from him, by forgiving his offence. 


© My dear Julia, virtue, honour, friend-’ 


*‘ fhip, gratitude, oblige you to “do 
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6 THE FORCE 


fomething for us; and to be filent 
in the prefent moment would be to 
acknowledge your tacit confent to 
all that has paffed. You fay you will 


let your fon know who 1s his father: 


but this is the moft favourable op- 


portunity ; if you defer it, he may 
bind himfelf by another engagement, 
and your fon will have no ‘other re- 
fource but in the yengeance he ought 
to take in your behalf. Have you 
thought of the confequences? You 
have time enough to advife yourfelf 
concerning the means you fhould 
employ. We fhall {ce the boy every 
day till he is recovered. The intereft 


ay you 
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OF BLOOD. £27 
« you have in difclofing yourfelf will 
point out to you the mott favourable: 
«© opportunity for an explanation, either 
s* before me, or in my abfence. Con- 


« fult your own heart, and you will be 


o 


« fenfible-how much I am your friend 
« in making thefe entreaties.” Julia, 
yielding to the withes of her mother, 
promifed to do, all that fhe required. 
The next day, Tueghowa called upon a 


friend, and, with addrefs, afked whe- 


a 


ther the nobleman, in whofe houfe the: 


littte Lewis was now abiding, had a fon 


in the army, in what country he was;. - 


and how long he had left Toledo. Well 


snformed of what fhe fought to know, 


G4 | fhe 
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128 THE FORCE 


{he returned home, perfuaded that her 
daughter had rightly. recognized the 


apartment. ““ Yes, Julia; the young 
“man has been abfent thef feven 


“« years, and that agrees with the age 


“ of your fon.. Let us wait what hea- 


“yen will decree before we lay open . 
“ ourfelves: let us found the difpofi- 
“ tions of the parents, and feize the 
‘6 opportunity of {peaking as foon as it 


“© will offer itfelf,”’ 


Julia and her mother did not fai! to 
vifit the boy every day : they waited 
with impatience his complete recovery. 
“« If, in the very moment.when he could 
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{carcely be known at all, (faid they: 
S&enerto another) the likenefs he bears: 
“© to him was apparent; how much: 

~& more confpicuous will it be when he: 


< js reftored'to health? Let us not fay 


wn 


‘ any thing before that time.”” 


When fifteen days more had: paffed,, 
Lewis began to appear in good - fpirits 5; 
and at the expiration of thirty days he 
was perfectly recovered. Stephania, 1m | 
feveral converfations, could not help i : 
faying that the features.of the boy inte- 
refted. her extremely,. and fhe did not 
fail to {peak of her fon at the Gonkeanies 
The child was-overcome with carefles-s: 
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130 THE FORCE 


all the people in the houfe fhewed him 
the fame kindnefs as | their mafter and 
miftrefs. Julia at laft thought it was 
time to fpeak, and the rather, as the | 


found herfelf alone with Stephania.* 


¢é Madam, whatever may 46 your 
defire of again feemg your fon, my 
heart tells me that I ought to with 
it at leaft as much as yourfelf. Grant 
me the favour of liftening to me. 
You are inftigated by fnendfhip, and 
I by affliction, grief, and, I may fay, 
by a kind of defpair; for lam un- 
done, if I find not in you the heart of 
a tender mother.’ At thefe words, 


Julia, 









OF BLOOD. , ret 


Julia, falling on the neck of Stephania,. 


could not explain herfelf but through: 


fishs and tears. She again feated her-- 


felf, and, having recovered, thus pro-- 


ceeded: “ Yes, Madam, the day. in: 


‘which our little coufin fo narrowly. 
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efcaped death, my father and my 


‘mother imagined that they faw hea+ 
ven fall’upon them.. Never. was the: 
tendernefs of parents equal to that: 
they bear to this child; tut God,. 
who'wounded us, knew how to af-- 
ford the remedy sand.it is in: your: 
houfe he ordained that I fhould find’ 


the proof I want, to: do away an af-- 


£, 


front which I cannot: forget but: by’ 


G 6. «« becoming: 
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132 THE FORCE 


becoming united to that fon, whom 
you love and wifhvagain to fee. If 
the difference of my fortune deprive 
me of any pretenfion, ef any hope, 
the nobility of my ancefters and of 
myfelf authorize me: to prefume,. 
that an elevated foul like yours will 
not refufe me the juftice which. it 
owes to an unfortunate woman. | 
have wept, I have fought for youre 
fon thefe feven. years; but I had for- 


given his outrage from the very mo- 


‘ ment in which he committed it, al- 


though ignorant who he was. Heaven, 
has, no doubt, had pity upon me, and. 
upon my innocence, and decreed that 


“ my 
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3 

‘* my child fhould be the means thro’ e 
: i 

“ which I-fhould difeover his father. | 
a 





«« Ah! that father is your fom! it is 





“ he whom you fo tenderly love ! 


Julia re= 





«¢ Could you hate me? 
mained filent a fhort time. Stephania, 
troubled at her declaration, could not 
an{wer a word: fhe looked at her, and 
felt herfelf much affected by the pathe- 
tic tone in which fhe had expreffed her- _ ae 
felf. Julia proceeded, and told her all | 


the circumftances of her misfortune; 


then, impetuoufly, pulling from: shes ; fl 
pocket the golden crucifix Yes, (faid : | 
‘¢ fhe) O Lord, whom this image re- a 





« prefents to us, thou haft been witnefs 
66 of 
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of the violence which I fuffered, bt 
alfo the judge of the {atisfaction I 
have aright to require. I have taken 


thy imagefrom this apartment; where 


it formerly hung, to remind thee in-: | 


ceflantly of this outrage, but not to: 


folicit vengeance for it: 1 begged: 


only confolation in: my misfortune,. 


and patience neceflary to bear it. I 


have been a mother,in every refpect, . 


towards the child I have borne. «© If 


he has been the ftamp of my fhame; 


may he now become that of my hap--_ 


pinefS, and, at the fame time, the 
fapport of my virtue! Yes, Madam, 
this dear child, to whem you at pre- 


SoA Giie 
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“ fent fhew fo much tendernefs, is 





«your grandfon. Could you refufe 


«¢ me your affection >” At thefe words 





the kiffed the crucifix, and ‘fell into the 


arms of Stephania. 


Donna Stephania, who, to the nobi- 
lity of birth, added that of fentiments, 
did not ceafe to embrace her, and bathe 
her with tears, until fhe faw Julia was 
recovered. She endeneareua to con- 
fole her with words. moft affectionate, 
lively, and penetrating, when, uttered 
by a woman, ‘«¢ Ferocrous man! no, 
‘«e thy barbarity fhall not ‘refift thefe 
« two united eats ! Rodolpho, thou 


‘© fhalt 
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« fhalt foon be overcome with the 


** flames of love !’ 


Julia, fearcely recovered, was ftilk 
weeping, when the nobleman, impa- 
tient to fee her with her little coufin,. 
entered with him into the apartment of 
Stephania. Aftonifhed at the affliction 
of the two women, he at firft {topped, 
and afterwards. with hafte afked the 
caufe of their grief. The boy, falling 
on the neck of Julia, demanded why. 
fhe wept. She,took him on her knees 
and embraced him, withowe anfwering. | 
«« Sir, (jaid Stephania) I have impor- 
“ tant things to communicate to you.; _ 


! ¢ but, 
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but, before I fay more, I have to af- 
{ure you that this young lady is your 
daughter: fhe at leaft is mine, and 
we will never feparate, either the.or 
the dear child, who is your own: he 
aire grandfon ; he is yours: itis a 


fact moft certain, with which Julia 


‘has juft acquainted me, and of which 


yourfelf have perceived the proof on 
the face of the boy, whom you knew 
not, when he feemed to you fo like 
your fon when you took him in your 


arms. ————* Madam, this difcourfe 


: ‘Se: 
feems very ftrange to me: explain 


yourfelf, for I do not underftand you, 
and I can conceive the caufe of your 


‘¢ forrow 
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«“ forrow no more than that of the 
66. xy 1; Lam 1 sre 47 ae. 
young lady whom you have fo {pee 
« dily adopted.” Julia, at thefe words, 
felt herfelf greatly embarz rafled: 

5 


nof{t repented hay ving | pr eeded fo far: 


2 


3 


ta 


fhe rofe to fall at the feet of the moble— 
man, who raifed her up, and kindly 
conducted her to her feat’ * No, Julia, 
“ no, whatever may be the particulars 
« Texpect to hear, I will never regard 
« you with indifference/:>: Compote 
«* yourfelf, and let my wife fpeak.” 
Stephania told him all fhe had learnt 
from Julia, and fhewed him the cruci- 
fix, as a proof of the truth of what fhe 
had related. He immediately approach- 


Ing 
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ing Julia, took her with the boy upon 


his knees, and embraced them one after 


the other. 
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« Yes, my children, you 
fhall have in me a true father, and I 
will anfwer for the heart of my fon. 
Heaven be praifed for fuch a difco- 
very. I take the reft upon my‘felf. 
From this very moment we fhall not 


be feparated. Julia, make my houfe 


‘ yours, and you fhall. remain here 


with your fon. I am myfelf going 
to inform your 


paffed.”- 


2 


mother of what has 


Fear had petrified the heart of Julia ; 


but joy might, perhaps, have affected 


her 
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her yet more dangeroufly, had fhe heard 
Rodolpho declare himéfelf openly in her 
behalf: he was abfent; and the de- 


fpair of the young Garcia {till gave J u- 


lia every thing to fear, or, at leaft, it 


was fufficient to prevent her flattering 
herfelf with complete fuccefs: fhe, 
therefore, did not fail to remind Ste- 
phania of it. ‘ Yes, Madam, it feems 
“ that you recounted tous the death of 
“* Don Garcia, only to deprive me of 
“ any hope. What will become of 
“me, after having difcovered myfelf, 
« if Iam fo unfortunate as not to find 
¢ in your fon difpofitions as favourable 
as . yours? Shall I not be loaded with 


“« fhame 
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<¢ fhame for ever? And was it not bet- 


“ ter for me to have kept filent, than. 


<¢ to haye arrived at the hope of calling 
<¢ you my mother ? What shes become 
“¢ of this child, who, doubtleds, will not 
‘<¢ forget what has pafled before his 
‘<< eyes? Mutual acknowledgment, 
‘¢ and which was accompanied with 


‘¢ tears, and which was ratified by the 


“¢ moft tender effufion from the heart 


‘<¢ of Don D 





, your hutband, will 
“¢ it not leave in my child’s memory an 
‘¢ indelible impreffion ? Will he not, 
hy in fpite of me, claim a father, con- 
“ cerning whom I fhall not be able 
I will not 


“to impofe filence ? 


‘6 fay 
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a 


<< fay that your honour will be called 
*¢ to account. equally for it. Thefe 


“* faults, unfortunately, hurt thofe who 


** have not committed them; whilft 


** men, proud of having fubdued us, 
** claim the right of cowardly infulting 
** us. No, Madam, I dare not to flat- 
“* ter myfelf that I fhall be conne@ted 
** with you. Notwithftanding all the 
_* fuggeftions of your heart, of whofe 


** tendernefs I am not ignorant, Iam - 


** {till feparated from you by an im- 


‘* menfe interval: heayen only is able 


“to bring the two extremities to- 


> 


gether.’ 
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<¢ My dear Julian no, (hid Stepha- 





<* nia) the tragical death of Don Garcia 
«¢ _-his writing: has nothing in it to 
‘¢ trouble you. Without being in your | 
<¢ ftuation, Iam very fenfible of the 
i painful alternative to which you a 
*¢ mutt feel yourfelf fubject. But I can ‘i 
«* affure you, my fon has a great regard 


‘‘ for us; he loves us, and, in fpite of 





“his ‘extravagances, which, indeed, 
*¢ gave us too much ground of alarm, 
-*¢ he has afforded us many reafons to 
<¢ hope the Lame him, fince he has 
‘¢ been’out of Spain. Idoyouallthe - | : a 


6s jaftice which is due to you, and my ae 


a 
o 


fon will do the fame, without hefita- ie A 


é¢ tion. 
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* tion. Ieven beg you will forgive 


** him, and I thall look upon him as 


a4 
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the happieft of men, if you deign 
to grant him your efteem. An ex- 
ceflive tendernefS at firtt Bhiided us 
with regard to his condu@. We 
perceive, too late, the dangerous con- 
fequences of it. Blame none but us; 
and we fhall evince as much zeal 
and fincerity in procuring the fatis- 
faction due to you, as we have been 
inftrumental to the outrage he has 
done you, by our imprudent indul- 
gence. Do not reproach us at the 
bottom of your heart: there is yet 
time to think better of us, and we 


“© fhall 
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la) 


*“* fhall afford you an opportunity of 





** doing it. No, my fon was not: vi- 
«“ cious in his nature: led into excefs 


bE 


by a wretched profligate, who would 


*< have ruined him, he concluded from 
“ thence that he might behave in the 
(a4 


fame manner towards all other wo- 
*«* men.- Such is the caufe ‘of his’bet 
“haviour to you; but he will make 
“* full amends for it, and you will enjoy 
“© many happy days with him.”  Ste- if e 
phania then drawing a letter from ‘her 
pocket, faid to Julia, “ Read, and no | 
| cae | 
“« longer have any fears: you will fee © | 
3 
<¢ that my fon has a good heart, and 
“« that he is-at prefent reafonable. This 
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<< letter, and fome others that I will 
« fhew you, have not been written with 
<a view to deceive you. After fuch 
‘¢ glorious atteftations of his courage 
‘¢ and good conduct, I think Hein re- 
‘¢ mains no doubt. I already told you, 
«: that his father isa man of great in- 
e sory he likes. his fon, but he 
«© would never like him difhonoured ; 
«“ and my fon knows him: he 1s not 


6c re that a bafe action would 


nn 


«¢ alienate for ever the heart of a father, 


é 


~ 


who does not love him with blind- 
«¢ nefs; and I am fure he would rather 


€ 


nm 


throw himfelf upon his fword, than 
« be guilty of difobedience. Embrace 


€¢ me, 
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‘© me, my dear daughter; yes, bind for 
‘¢ eyer your heart to mine. Come, 
<< Lewis, come, my dear fon, and re- R 
«© cover two mothers at the fame time. 
« Fhis is the moft fortunate of my 


99 
66 days. 





-While Stephania thus confoled. Falia, 
and removed her fears, Doft: D——, 
with Leonora, took the moft ai vee 
meatures to recall Rodolpho, and deter- 


mined that the next day a courier, with 


neceflary orders, fhould {et out for-Na- i 
ples. Don D——, after his return ; a 


home, requefted Julia again to recite the 
principal circumftances of the event. 


H 2 lec 
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He aflumed an air of chearfulnéfs, te 


put her at her eafe, and amufed himfelf 
with the boy during her recital. Julia 
endeavoured in vain to conftrain her 
feelings: the recital aftected her heart 
too much, fhe could not refrain from 
fhedding tears. Don D—— eafily per- 
ceived that fhe had begun only, out of 
obedience: approaching her, therefore, 
he tried to comfort her, carefled her fon, 
and promifed that he would make no 


tarther,mention of the event, but when 


dolpho the part he had to take. In the 
macan time, they,procured for Julia all 


the amufements they could contrive; 
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but fhe faw too great’ a: void around 
her torehfhthem. Leonora, who vifited 
her every day, was.no more fuccefsful 
in diverting her melancholy. They at 


laft received a letter from Rodolpho. 


/ 


My father, we are mafters of Na- 


* ples. The French will ee not 
“ return. for along time. I have re- 
« ceived cones Rrotind ds, but | am reco- 
“ vered, and with that you and my 
be mother may enjoy as cood a {tate of 
“ health as myfelf. I hafte to anfwer 
ee your letter, that I may not delay the 
« meflenger. You,intend to marry 


me; that makes me feel more and 


H 3 





“<« more 
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more thé value of your tendernefs : 
but is it not too early, on account of 
myage? Scarcely have I deferved any 
applaufe, when you deprive me of 
the hope of obtaining more. — Do 
you hefitate to let me gather as many 
laurels as you did yourfelf. I am 
now your only child: I conceive all 
your fears, and more efpecially thofe 
of my mother. But fappofe I fhould 
lofe my life in battle, fhould not I 
have lived long enough, if I could 
die with, glory? Ought I to expofe 
myfelf to the fame hazards, if I hada 
wife and children ? or have you ‘re- 
folved, in that cafe, that I fhould re- 


‘main 
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« main with you?) The woman whom 


you propofe to -beftow upon me, 1s, i 





‘ no doubt. poffefied of all the charms: - 








« which you mention: fhe has birth, | | 
«“ riches, honour, nay, every thing in * E 
 & her favour. I with I could anfwer | 
‘you more openly: I owe to miyfelf | 
sa fatisfaction which I can obtain but \ i 
« from chance; and without ~ that | 
« chance, I can never think of mar- 
« riage. I know the little refpect I 3 
«© have had for myfelf for the time a 
j « paft, is a powerful reafon why I 7 
‘© fhould have the more for you, “I | 
1 
« fhould think, then, I was wanting T 


‘¢ in re{pect to you, if I fhould yield to 


qi 
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pu 


i4 “ your 
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your views, unlefs they an{wer mine. 
“ My father, a virtuous man, may for- 
get himielf for an inftant ; but to per- 
«"fevere inull, is tocbe a villains -alf te 


“ which your fentiments of honour 


a 4. c ‘7 i THY ara rm ode > 2 os 7 
os fugge it to yOu, you Wili not be able 


car 
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é rx bigs * 2 * soe fe t -y ria +e 
* toaccufe me of difobedien O 


Froese 
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approved my defign, when, reflecting 


¢é 


g 
upon my paft behaviour, I conceived 


“ that it was high time to quit my 


C6 OWI 


ountry; and, I willown to you, that 


] 


y 
Co bana 


ve 


ve. too many reafons to diftruft 
‘* myfelf in the lap of peace and idle- 
nefs, to venture myfelf at Toledo, 
Sy: Learns notwithftanding, perfuaded, 


that 
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« that if any object fhould pleafe me, 
« and be proper for me, I have fo much 
«© honour that I fhould attach myfelf 


‘© to it, without any referve: the diffi< 


«culty is to difcover fach anone. [I 


«« have feen one; -yet do not know her, 
«¢ and, perhaps, 1 fhall not be fo for- 
“ tunate as to deferve her attention 
« and efteem ; for without thefe eflen- 
«* tials, marriage will never be but a 
«¢ dream to me: let time, then, I 


‘¢ conjure you—let time reveal to me 


“¢ a myftery which I cannot explain, 


{ ° cot" 
“6 Gince 1 do not’ underftand it better 
‘¢ than you do. In fuch an uncertain- 
‘ty, it is your greateft intereft not to 


FPS ‘s recall 
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<¢ recall me: I fhall hereafter behave 


** in fuch a manner, as not to render 


‘¢ myfelf unworthy of your tendernefs. 
| ‘<< Tam; 
‘¢ With moft refpectful affection, 


: ‘¢ Your fon, 


‘¢ RODOLPHO..” 


Don D 





had no fooner received 
this letter, than he gaveit Julia to read. 
“© My Lord, you will, doubtlefs, afk no 


&é 


farther proof of my veracity. This 


**-enigma, impenetrable to your fon, 


‘* I have explained to you, without any. 


66 -equivocation : you fee it has no other 
** meaning. ’——** No, Julia, I thall 


«* imme- 
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immediately fend to him its folu- 
tion, if you think proper.”—‘** My 
ieee if I think proper! Can I have 
a greater intereft than in feeing your 
dear fon, who is to complete my 


felicity? But to {peak to ‘him too 


plainly, would, perhaps, be to run a> 


rifk. Who knows whether he would 
be pleafed to hear that he has. been 
anticipated ? His felf-love, humbled, 
might be transformed into hatred. 
Excufe me, for in this cruel alterna- 
tive [have yet more ground to fear 
than to hope: I commit myfelf to 
your prudence, and do of: yourfelf 
what remains to be done.” 


H 6 Don 
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Don D wrote immediately twe 
letters, the one to his fon, and the other 


tothe commander cf his regiment. A 





fecond meffenger fet out, and delivered 
the order with which he was charged. 
Rodolpho, two. hours after, received a 
vifit from his colonel, who ordered him 


to repair to Toledo, and not to delay 





his departure one day later. .His two 


friends, who had accompanied him, 


7 


prepared to follow him. They went to 
the port to enquire whether any fhip 
was to fail for Spain: they were getting 
ready a galley, which was to depart the 
next day. In twelve days they arrived 
at Barcelona, and a fhort timeiafter at 


ete 
Toledo.. 
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OF BLOOD. eee: 21/1 : 
_  Poledo. He entered his father’s houfe | 2 
: fo magnificently apparelled, that it feem- i ' 
ed as if he had. exhaufted all the Mila- | 

i 
nefe induftry in order to clothe himfelf., | | 
His noble air, his dignified countenance; a 
rendered him the moft accomplifhed 1 
cavalier in. Toledo, He was received | ‘ 
i 

with marks of tender friendfhip. Julia, | 
who had retired into a fmall ‘room, i 


which opened into the drawing-room, 
felt the greateft emotion at this fudden 
arrival ; for fhe was perfuaded that he i i 
would not return, from what he had 
faid in his. letter. Divided between i A 
hope and fear, fhe felt fcarce ftrength | 
enough to prefent herfelf, when. the p 
fhould 
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fhould be requefted. She liftened with 
attention to the manner in which Ro- 
dolpho introduced himfelf: his modeft 
tone and ‘grave deportment, in fome 


meafure, quieted her. 


Rodolpho’s two friends were taking 
their leave, when Stephania {aid to eiéir, 
« No, gentlemen, I mutt requeft you 
« will {tay and {pend the evening with 
“us: till fupper is ready, come with 
<“ meinto the next room and relate 
« fomething of your journey and cam- 
“ paign. It is proper that my fon 
‘¢ fhould converfe with his father alone 
‘¢ to-day.” . She then thut herfelf in 
with 
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with them. ‘ My friends, your attach- i | i 





<< ment to my fon makes me hope that a. 





« you will not diffemble in anfwering ~ 


if 

« me. I affure you that no inconyeni- | 
| @ 

f ency fhall refult to you. Tell me | 
; my. 

‘¢ fincerely if you were with my fon, | 
«about eight years ago, when he car-- | 
«¢ yied away a girl on her return home | | 
if 

-< from a walk? I know that it 1s not a 


“ you who committed the offence ; i) a | 
« therefore it is not upon you that the i 
“© confequences can fall. Afford renee at i] : 
‘¢ Jeaft, the means of confoling an un- | 
‘¢ fortunate family; for itis on that ac- r | i 
‘¢ count I have recalled my fon. You 
‘¢ remain dumb ! no, your heart is un- 


« able 
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able to betray you, and I forefee that 
you will tell me truth.” —~« Madam, 
(faid one) yes, I recolle& that evenins 
very well: we were three, befide Ro- 
dolpho, when he carried away the girl 
whom you mention. We contented 
ourfelves with {topping a man who 
feemed to be her father, and, in the 
mean time, Rodolpho fled with her 
in his arms. The day after, he told 
us: he had conveyed her to his apart- 
ment; and. this is all he told. us. 
It was this event which induced us 
to repair immedialely to Italy with 
him, and fince that. time we have 


heard nothing concerning it.” 


“e My 
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OF BLOOD. £61 


« My friends, how much do. I value 


‘“ your fincerity! Be eafy in every re- a. 





foe@%: and, above all, do not give : 
f 2 ? / | | tl 


‘«¢ my fon any hint of what has pafled be- : : 
| 

“ tween us. You obferved the pretext i 
a 

« T ufed ‘to take you afide. We will | 
“ talk to-morrow of your expeditions.” a 
a 
Then opening the door, fhe accompa- a 
‘i 

nied them into the drawing-room.. : . 
\@ 

ia 

| 4 


After this confeffion of the two friends 
of Redolpho, Stephania thought proper :. 
to execute her project, without poft- i 
-poning it till the next day. She fent : | | 
‘a man of confidence to the prieft, whom 
fhe had already informed of her defign, 


and, 























102 _ THE FORCE 
and, at the fame time, to Julia’s parents. 
Beng arrived, they went up into a room 
at: the back part of the houfe, welisie they 
) waited till their prefence fhould.be re- 
“quefted. Thenentering intothedrawing- 
room with an air of gaiety, ‘“ My fon, 
“ Cfaid Stephania) let me fpeak a word 
to you before fupper. Though you 


bring me nothing curious from Ftaly, 


“~ 


‘1 will thew you fomething which 


1: 
Ty 


cannot difpleafe you. With your fa- 
‘¢ ther’s-permiffion, follow me.” They 
then proceeded to a foots which was 
feparated from that where Julia was re- 
tired but by a partition, fo that fhe 
could hear all they faid. 


Well, 
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OF BLOOD. 163 


‘¢ Well, my. dear Rodolpho, can | 
«© deferve confidence enough to afk you 
‘6 the fecret of your letter, before I 
‘* thew you what I promifed; for Lown 


‘¢ to you, that neither your father nor 


és -myfelf underftand your enigma ?”—- 


‘© My mother, afk of me my life, my 
‘« liberty, and you will find me ready 
66 to facrifice every thing, without any 


sé referve. If I had the leaft hope 


«¢ of difcovering what I with, you - 


‘¢ fhould immediately know what I 
‘© look for, and how much trouble 
<< my heart has experienced fince I 
‘> have feen what I have not been 
‘¢ able to make known. There 1s 


¢ 




































1O-4 THE FORCE 
*“ no occafion to afk me more, it wilf 


** exafperate me too much againft my- 


“dele But; umy fon) vit-ietime ty 


** come to an end: you are my only 


child, and I do not with that we 


** fhould be any longer {eparated.”— 


My mother, I yield ‘to’ the law of 


** obedience ; if it be your will, how- 


€é 


ever my feclings may be hurt, I thall 


** all my life pity her from whom you 


** {natch me, fince- neither you: nor ‘J 


** are able to difcover her; and Taccept 


‘fa woman of your choice, in order that 


** T may not quit you but in dying. 
‘* Therefore explain yourfelf. After 


‘* a facrifice. which cofts me. almoft as 


6 much. 


= sor yeast Tears risTen ye LN Tae T| 
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OF BLOOD. O06 


« -much as my life, you fhould have no- 


‘¢ thing to conceal from me.” 


At thefe Souda: Stephania embraced 
him, and fhewed him a portrait.“ My 
Pe att (faid the) look, fee her whom 
rh your father.and I have refolved to 
‘¢ give you: if fhe has not every charm 
‘¢ in her ¥ayour, you may, at leaft, be 
eat y concerning her virtue, and her 
‘© inviolable attachment. It 1s the no- 
é¢ bilityand honour of her family which 
‘¢ anfwer for this young lady, otherwife 
‘¢ we fhould not have. chofen her for 
‘6 your ayites Rodolpho taking the 
| portrait, looked at it attentively, and 


was 
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166 THE FORCE 


was filent. “ Well, my fon, what fays 


your heart? Waith a-good fortune, 


is fhe not what you could with for?” 


os My mother, if artifts, who com- 


monly flatter thofe:- whom they paint, 
have not been more than ordinarily 
correct with regard to this perfon, it 
feems to me that fhe is at leaft as ugly 
as the copy. Yes, obedience is the 
duty of achild,and efpecially ofa man 
of birth; but parents muft not place 
their children in a fituation hic 
docs not fuit them. Marriage, efpe- 
cially, is a tie which is not broken 
but by death ; it muft then be fe- 


cured equally on both fides. Virtue, 
‘‘ birth, 
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OF BLOOD. 167 
«¢ birth, modefty, may flatteras much a 

3 i 
«© ag you pleafe him who finds thofe . 


‘¢ advantages in a wife, but uglinefs 


if 

«< will never have attractions for me; : 

“Ge and J think that in this I agree with ] ' 
‘¢ all men. Uglinefs 1s an error of na- | 
<¢ ture, and it is feldom that a dignified ] 
‘¢ {oul is to be found with a difgufting : 


<6 countenance. Beftow on me a confort 
‘¢ who may pleafe me, and then the yoke 
‘¢ of hymen, fupported by equality, will | . 
«¢ have the greater charms. If this young 
'¢ Jady be poflefled of the precious qua- 
<6 lities which you mention, fhe will e 
“© fnd a hufband who will have a tafte fe 
46 different from mine. I thall not dif- a 


“6 at a 
approve i a 
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** approve of it; but I cannot help fay~ 


‘ing that mine is quite different. 
‘*¢ Some, infatuated by the antiquity 


‘of a family often debafed, with for 
‘¢ birth, and feed upon this fhadow ; 


\ 


** others require virtue in a woman, 


. 
.“ though they are plunged in every 
“¢ vice: thefe look for riches, that they 
‘¢ may live in magnificence and idle- 


‘* nefs, and make themfelves defpicable 


‘¢ by the foolifh pride of a fi€titious 
«« grandeur; thofe permit themfelves 
‘* to be overcome by the feducing 
‘** charms of beauty, whith paffes like 
‘‘adream. I am not ignorant how 


rok. 
‘** wrong are the latter, if one confiders 


‘¢ the 
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6F. BLOOD. 169 \ 


the true value of things; I cannot, | Ki 


however, but acknowledge I agree 


with them, Without being proud 


of my birth, it is fuch as not to make 


me envy that of others. You will 


ee eS eye 


Sa eS ee err 


leave me more fortune than is necef- 

{ary to make people happy, and, at. 

the fame time, to infure mytfelf from 
indigence. I have nothing then to * 

with for hat a handfome wife, pro- 

vided fhe is neither foolifh nor un- 

{teady, I fhall be content with her, 
yet in fuppofing fhe is poffeffed of 
honour; then, my mother, lay your 
commands upon me, and you will 


find me ready to fubmit.” 





I Stephania a 



































170 THE FORCE 

Stephania was very well fatisfied 3 
with the determination of her fon, 
whoie tafte agreed fo well with her 
views. - “ Rodolpho, I fhall difpofe of 
“¢ you according to your wifhes : it will 
«¢ be eafy for me to alter my projet : 1. 
«did not enter into any engagement 
*¢ for you, but with the condition off 
«‘your-affent; therefore be eafy.” Ro 
dolpho returned her his thanks, wit 
emoft lively marks of gratitude, at 
they all fat down to table, Julia om, 


was wanting. 


, Sine 
«In truth, (faid Stepaania) Ido not 


** know what I am doing: the ple: 


« fare | 
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OF BLOOD. C171 

*¢ fure I feel-in feeing my fon will, _ 

* without doubt, be an excufe. eet 

“* fome one go-and tell Donna Julia 

_ \ that we'are at table, and that all are 
friends, that the may make her ap- 
~** pearance without being difconcert- 
ed.” Julia having been apprized 


before-hand, tarried a little. Rodolpho 


ee ae oe 


and his two friends waited for her with 
impatience. She at laft entered, in 
drefs very magnificent. and becoming, | : 
and never was beauty more richly ap- 
parelled, where fimplicity was joined 
with elegance, with a moft engaging 
but noble deportment. She prefented : 
herfelf leading’ “her fon by the hand. 7 


a | ia 


Ue, 
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The regularity of her features, her large 
eye-brows, with look full of {weetnefs, 
her rofy cheeks, fnowy forehead, and 
alabafter neck, formed an attemtulaes of 
beauty that {truck the whole company. 
Stephania conducted ther to a feat op- 
polite to Rodalpho, and .the boy was 
placed next Don D——. Rodolpho, 
{truck with es elegance and beauty, 
farce ventured to raife his eyes: he 
tole a fight of her, and feeing her eyes 
caft down, he contemplated her with 
the greateft aftonifhment. A fudden 
flame took poffeffion of his heart: he 
{aid to himfelf, « I with that fhe whom 
# they have mentioned had but halt 
“ thefe 
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«¢ thefe. charms, I think my felicity 


« could not be equalled !" “Phe more 


he examined her, the more rapture hey” 


felt. Julia, now fo near him who -was 
to put an end to her alarms, feized with 
| cagernefs the moment in which he 
turncd away his eyes, to fatisty the emo-~ 
tions of her heart. <A fecret trouble 
agitated her: fhe recollected, with orief, 
what had happened cight years fince, 
and could not affure herfeli of beeom-~ 
ing his-wite, notwithftanding the letter 
fae head read, and the proteftations the 
had heard whiltt concealed in her apart~- 
ment: her breaft palpitated, cold drops 
fgood upon her ahead her eyes be- 


I 3 came. 
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174 THE FORCE 


Stephania, and remained motionlefs. 
Stephania, frightened, {creamed ont. 
The whole company, become agitated,.) 
rofe in confufion to aftitt her. .Rodol-». 
pho, after twice falling down in endea- 
vouring to run to Julia, {upported her . 
in hisarms. She ceafed to breathe, her 
pulfe ftopped, and fome. one impru- 
dently exclaimed, “‘. She is dead ae 

“© Juft heaven. !’? At this exclamation, 

her’ parents fuddenly rufhed into. the 
room. ‘The prieft, without confidering 
fore ‘he was requefted, followed! them. 
Rodolpho turned pale, and was himfelf 


rea dy 
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OF BLOOD. 175 
ready to faint; but being afhamed of 
his weaknefs,-he affumed a firmer coun- 
tenance. Stephania, who knew well. 
the fituation. of Redolpho’s. heart, faid 
to? bay. *¢ My fon, do not blufh:for: 
ed the fenfibility you have juft fhewn ; 
‘‘ blufh rather that you have not, ftill, 
“* greater, when I tell you ret at 
3 meant to defer till another occafion. 
e Know, then, that this amiable perfon: 
“is fhe whom we propofe. to beftow 
‘ upon you: the portrait which you 
“ have feen was but a) pretext to found: 


you.” 
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At thefe words, Rodolpho yielded to 
his paffion, and, without confidering 
what decency feemed to require, kiffed 
Juha with all the ardour of love : and 
he did not defift until he perceived that 
fhe was recovering, Julia, fhocked at 

-fecing herfelf in the arms of a young ~ > 
man, embracing her with an expreffion 


ot fuch lively tendernefs, endeavoured 








i to make her efcape. “ No, Madam, 
| ‘« there is nothing unbecoming in my 
“ behaviour: you thall not difengage 
“ yourfelf from the arms of him on 
‘* whofe heart you have made fo deep 
“ animpreflion, My mother, without 


** doubt, 
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OF BLOOD. Wet tek a 
« doubt, had her. views, for here is the | 
£ s 
8 Paglolee ar: _.) 


«’ Yes, (faid Stephania) and the 


“ceremony of your marriage muft , 


+ 
eS Ee a BO RR em 


«be immediately performed. Thefe 


« are the parents of Julia: both famr- ~ ¢ 
« lies are prefent.”” They were then i : 
married immediately, according to the | : 
cuftom. of the times, where the forma- | 
lities which hayé been prudently efta- A 
blifhed fince were not required. , a a 


/ 


I leave it to other pens to deferibe 
the joy which reigned in the affembly 
after this happy union: with what ten- 


dernefs, 
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dernefs, with what effufion of heart’ 
they faluted one another; what athe 
they returned to God, who had jutt ae 
compliflied the wifhes of Julia, and of. 
her family ; and what was the admira- 
tion, the furprize of the two friends of - 
Rodolpho, the witnefles of a marriage 
fo fuitable, and celebrated at the very: 


moment of their arrival. 


But they were furprized {till more, when: 
profound: filence having fucceeded the. 
exclamations of joy, Stephania declared: 
that Julia was the fame perfon whom 
Rodolpho fo ardently defired, and her. 
whom he had carried away. :Rodolpho,. 


dif 
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; | B 
difconcerted, {carcely dared to look. ‘ af 
BD tian tlb eel a. 
7 _ 
. xt What, is it you, my dear Julia, who, / | | 
ee have been fo good as.to- forgive me yn a : 
Julia put her hand on. his lipsp—« No, | 
*“ no, my dear, there is no longer any 4 | | 
_ ** offence, after.a,reparation fo glorious: | 
j : he 
for you and. for me. Embrace the. ‘ i 
“‘ clild whois the feal.of my ,Happi-. f | 


| nefs,.and let him, call, you, his. fa-: 


99 
<< thea: iol sd#46 7 


| Julia then thewed ,him-the, crucifix, 


d 
and faid, .* Rodolpho,, kifs this. adorable, 


'“ image: you. knew. who: had robbed 


is, 3 €¢ you. 
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ce you, of it, and let it be for ever the 
“ pledge inf peace, which fhall follow 
« our reciprocal efteem. None but I 


could have ftolen it; it has been my 


“ every comfort. Heaven is always 


“ juft, in fpite of our errors.” 


Supper was ferved: every one affum- 
ed their place: inftruments of mufic’ 
joined in hymeneals during the repaft. 
Rodolpho: knew not which to: admire 
moft; the mother or the fom ‘The’ pa- 
rents could not turn their eyes towards 


this amiable couple, without fhedding 





tears of joy. The whole family yielded 
te pleafure. Although night with its | 
dark, 
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dark wings flew with rapidity, and Ro- | 


_dolpho, eagerly wifhing to be acquaint- 





ed with what had happened to Julia 





-fince the melancholy event, which be- 
came the fource of his happinefs, wait- 
ed with impatience for the moment in | 
which they fhould be alone. That for- ae | | 
tunate moment.arrived, every one re- : 
tired, and the family was buried in 
filence; but the truth of this ftrange 
event will not be buried. . The nume- . 
yous poiterity which the célebrated pair ; 
have left in Toledo, have confecrated 
their memory for ever: they are now 


the mott illuftrious families.in that city. 


Fortunate 
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Fortunate fall of an amiable’child, af- 





fitted from the force of blood by AK in-] 








eae “comprehenfible impulfe! So true it 1S; = 

vies _ that God has impreffed upon our hearts 
1] a character of benevolence, which no- 

A thing is capable of effacing. 

ae : 
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©. Gillet, Printer, Salifbury Square. - 
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